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ABSTRACT 
 
 South Africa saw a rapid growth in energy needs after 1996 which was driven by the 
states newly established socio-economic development agenda. At the same time, there 
was insufficient investment in new energy infrastructure and maintenance of existing 
infrastructure. This opposing combination led to an energy crisis which nuclear power 
has been proposed to alleviate.   
 
The following paper critically examines the articles published between 2011 and 2015 
pertaining to nuclear energy from five media publications. The articles were sourced 
online and include those from respected state, public, science and economic 
publications: Government websites, The Mail & Guardian, The Sowetan, The Mining 
& Engineering Weekly and The Business Day.  
 
This examination was done to assess the representation of nuclear energy and the new 
build programme in South Africa. In order to accurately analyze the state and news 
media coverage, both a quantitative and qualitative content analysis was done.  
 
The trends evident from this analysis are triangulated against four media theories in 
order to identify specific trends related to the reporting of nuclear energy. The theories 
of Agenda Setting and Framing are used to interpret Models of Good Governance and 
themes of Social Responsibility.  
 
The evident trends indicate a change in representation of the nuclear new build 
programme over the sample period. The media coverage reflected environmental, 
economic and political interest as well as associated fears. 
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1. BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT 
1.1 Rationale  
As electrical energy has become indispensable in our modern world, any disruption of 
the supply to residential, commercial and industrial sectors is felt immediately by the 
public and affects the economic stability of a country.  
 
South Africa has seen a high growth in energy needs caused by three main issues, 
namely: rapid population growth, an energy intensive socio-economic development 
agenda and new industrialization programmes (Saiia 2013). The population saw an 
increase from 40.5 million in 1996 to 54 million in 2015 (Stats SA 2015). 
 
“Higher than anticipated growth in electricity demand and limited investment in new 
generation infrastructure over the last 15 years which resulted in limited additional 
supply” (EIA 2013) forced the government to perform energy savings. In 2008, severe 
electrical power outages, known as “load shedding,” were experienced in some parts 
of South Africa and the same started happening again in 2014.  
 
At present, only 6% of South Africa’s electricity is generated from nuclear energy and 
state-owned Eskom can no longer meet growing national energy demands through the 
conventional and ageing infrastructure of coal-fired plants (Eskom 2012). Thus, the 
state announced plans to develop new nuclear power stations.  
 
Since a nuclear solution has been approved as part of South Africa’s energy mix to 
increase baseload supply, there has been much controversy from the news media 
surrounding this costly and high-risk decision. However, the state has shown no 
hesitation in going forward.  
 
1.2 Background of Electricity and Eskom in South Africa 
The Industrial Revolution not only affected Great Britain, Central Europe and the 
United State of America; South Africa was subjected to industrialization at an early 
stage as well. With the discovery of diamonds and gold in the small town of 
Kimberley, the first street lights were installed in South Africa in 1882, shortly after 
street lights were installed in New York (Conradie & Messerschmidt 2000:12).  
 
2 
 
Developments in the electricity grid were advantageous only for people of certain 
communities and became a symbol of a better lifestyle. It was Hendrik Johannes van 
der Bijl, a South African scientist, who was appointed as scientific advisor for the 
South African government. His tasks included the establishment of an electricity 
supply network and a steel industry. He also drafted the Electricity Act of 1922 and 
became the first chairman of the Electricity Supply Commission, later known as 
Escom/Evkom/Eskom. (Holtzhausen 2012: 6) 
 
The Electricity Act of 1922 stated that Eskom had to deliver electricity at cost and 
was exempted from tax. Eskom generated capital by issuing debentures, but later 
relied on state-guaranteed loans. It was necessary for redemption and reserve funds to 
exist in order to cater for electricity grid extensions which occurred despite the 
Depression and the Second World War.  
 
The National Party came into power in 1948 and during the next decade, installed 
capacity grew from 1500MW to 4000MW, reaching a total of 13000MW by 1970, 
23000MW by 1980 and 40000MW by 1990. The installed capacity thus increased 
tenfold from 1960 to 1990. (Holtzhausen 2012: 6) 
 
It was decided in 1974 to build the first nuclear power station at Koeberg, despite 
nuclear power being more expensive than coal power. The main reason being that it 
eliminated the need to transport coal from the north. In retrospect, the decision was 
influenced by political and military factors, where in order to obtain consent from the 
United States of America for the supply of nuclear fuel for Koeberg, the South 
African government agreed to start with negotiations on the independence of South 
West Africa, now known as Namibia (Conradie & Messerschmidt 2000: 206). The 
first unit at Koeberg began operating in 1984.  
 
1.3 Representation of Eskom in the News Media 
A number of instances occurred that put Eskom under close media scrutiny in the 
early years. During the late seventies and eighties, teething problems began occurring 
at some of the newly built power stations, such as the collapse of the network line at 
De Aar, isolating the Cape from the rest of the country. The widespread power cuts 
that occurred began tarnishing the reputation of Eskom. Furthermore, a major scandal 
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hit Eskom in 1984 when the Assistant Chief Accountant embezzled an amount of R8 
million, which lead to his arrest. Eskom was often found to be in the firing line of the 
news media during this time, with headlines in the papers such as “Stop the Rot” 
(Steyn 2006:1).  
 
During the restructuring of the government after the 1994 elections, an important 
change to Eskom’s function as the national power supplier occurred with the 
promulgation of the Eskom Amendment Act (No 46 of 1994). Decentralization of key 
state-operated institutions, such as Eskom, into state-owned corporate companies, 
allowed such companies to make profits instead of merely spending government 
funding. (Steyn 2006) 
 
This resulted in much contention. If Eskom makes a loss, consumers are pressurized 
to pay more for electricity and therefore criticize Eskom’s poor planning. If Eskom 
makes a profit, consumers feel that this profit has come from overcharging the poor 
majority of consumers (Wozniak 2010). 
 
In addition, Eskom facilitated access for Black Economic Empowerment (BEE) 
companies in 2002 to take the lead in South Africa’s electricity generation. This 
required a regulatory framework which had to be implemented to ensure the 
sustainable introduction of competition and empowerment in the electricity sector.  
 
Emphasis on Eskom’s profitable operation highlights South Africa’s market-liberal 
approach and detracts from electricity generation being a social service. Thus, 
Eskom’s engagement in external business, such as the provision of electricity to 
neighbouring countries (McDonald 2009: 36), stirred up much contestation in the 
South African public and news media. 
 
After the 2006-2008 countrywide load shedding experiences, the news media 
expressed the public’s anger at Eskom for being unreliable in its social obligation as 
the nation’s sole power supplier. The general public did not understand Eskom’s 
function as a company. A Stanford University energy researcher was quoted in 2006 
as saying that the root cause of the energy crisis was “that it is not clear who is in 
charge of the country’s power system: the government, the electricity regulator or 
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Eskom” and that “Eskom no longer had the job of planning the energy system.” This 
confusion was caused by the 1998 Eskom Amendment Act stating that ownership of 
Eskom’s equity vests in the state and that the real cause of the power crisis should be 
blamed on the government. (Steyn 2006) 
 
Grossly under-reported at the time, the South African government prohibited Eskom 
from building new generators between 2001 and 2004 when a new competitive 
electricity market was being designed and private participation was expected 
(Eberhard 2008). Journalist Allister Sparks pointed out in an article in 2007 in the 
Cape Times that a government White Paper warned about a potential crisis if no new 
power stations were built. The Minister of Public Enterprises ignored up to “10 urgent 
memos from Eskom, begging him for a decision” (Sparks 2008). 
 
Whilst the necessary expansions were being delayed, the reserve margins were 
consequently “whittled down to dangerously low values” (Holtzhausen 2010: 9) and 
thus the South African public and economy experienced power shortages.  
 
This brief background history of the electricity sector in South Africa aims to 
contextualize the reactions from both the public and media regarding the state’s 
decision to proceed with the nuclear new build programme. 
 
1.4 Nuclear Power in the World Today 
Nuclear technology was developed in the 1940s and uses the energy released by the 
splitting of atoms of specific elements. Initially, research focussed on producing 
bombs and weapons, however, after World War II and particularly the Cold War, the 
focus shifted toward power generation. Today, nuclear power supplies 11.5% of the 
global electricity needs from 31 countries (WNA 2014).  
 
According to the World Nuclear Association (2014), only eight countries in the world 
are known to have nuclear weapons capability. This is in strong contrast to the 31 
countries, hosting over 430 commercial nuclear power reactors with a total installed 
capacity of +370 000 MWe, who are using nuclear energy to develop their socio-
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economic status. Globally, a further 70 nuclear power reactors are under construction 
and a further 160 are firmly planned.’ 
 
“Sixteen countries depend on nuclear power for at least a quarter of their 
electricity. France gets around three quarters of its power from nuclear energy, 
while Belgium, Czech Republic, Hungary, Slovakia, Sweden, Switzerland, 
Slovenia and Ukraine get one third or more. South Korea, Bulgaria and 
Finland usually get more than 30% of their power from nuclear energy, while 
in the USA, UK, Spain and Russia almost one fifth is from nuclear. Japan 
relied on nuclear power for more than one quarter of its electricity before the 
Fukushima accident in 2011” (WNA 2014).  
 
Global nuclear capacity and output, however, decreased drastically following the 
Fukushima accident, due to cutbacks in Germany and Japan (WNA 2014). 
  
The demand for low-cost, reliable energy supply, especially at peak times, needs to 
match the supply. There are a number of characteristics of nuclear power which make 
it particularly valuable where dependence on intermittent sources is necessary, 
including price stability, availability on site and minimal transportation and 
infrastructure needs, lower CO2 emittance and energy output stability. Nuclear power 
as a reliable baseload supply is considered suitable for the South African energy needs 
(WNA 2014). 
 
1.5 Electricity Needs and Nuclear Developments in South Africa 
As South Africa’s ruling party, it is the ANC’s responsibility to achieve the seven 
Millennium developmental goals which the United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) developed in 2007. The state set certain goals which were to be achieved by 
2015 and are only achievable with a constant and reliable electricity supply 
(McDonald 2009: xvii).  
 
The government’s ambitious economic development plans, outlined in the National 
Development Plan (NDP 2011), indicate that the state intends to spend about R4-
trillion on infrastructure development between 2011 and 2026. 
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Furthermore, in 2007 the state agreed to meet its responsibility to the public with a 
reduction of CO2 emissions, and to contribute to the international effort to mitigate 
climate change, the South African government, in consultation with business, labour 
and civil society, drafted the National Climate Change Response White Paper. 
 
90% of South Africa’s electricity is currently produced by coal-fired power stations 
which are also a major emitter of greenhouse gases. It is therefore South Africa’s 
intention “to opt for greener energy sources in order to reduce carbon emissions” 
(Eskom 2012), another reason the state announced its intention to expand nuclear 
power as part of the total energy mix.  
 
In the same year, state-owned Eskom solicited bid for a fleet of nuclear power 
reactors, but the process was postponed in the wake of the 2008 global financial crisis. 
Instead, renewed appreciation was placed on the value of South Africa’s large coal 
deposits (Eskom 2012).  
 
Later in 2008, electricity demand in South Africa reached uncomfortably close to 
supply. Severe electrical power outages that were being experienced in some parts of 
South Africa led to the urgent focus on meeting the energy demands of the country. 
However, the Nuclear Energy Policy became a side issue amidst political turmoil 
when President Thabo Mbeki was deposed. Mbeki’s successor, Kgalema Motlanthe, 
did not remain president long enough to implement the policy (Van Wyk 2012: 20). 
 
In May 2009, the inauguration of current President Jacob Zuma received much news 
media attention. Congruently, the African Nuclear Weapons Free Zone Treaty 
(Pelindaba Treaty) came into force and this raised awareness of the ample advantages 
of nuclear power. Since then, links between President Zuma and nuclear energy have 
been prevalent in the public mind.  
 
1.6 Nuclear Developments and Public Concerns in South Africa 
In October 2010, the Department of Energy released its draft Integrated Electricity 
Resource Plan (IRP) for 2010-2030 outlining the country’s electricity demand, how 
the demand might be supplied and what it is likely to cost. Its balanced scenario 
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represents trade-offs between least-investment cost, climate change mitigation, 
diversity supply, localization and regional development.  
 
After public consultation, the IRP was revised in early 2011 and passed by cabinet in 
March, just prior to the Fukushima accident. According to this scenario, South 
Africa’s power generation mix by 2030 should include: 48% coal, 13.4% nuclear, 
6.5% hydro, 14.5% other renewables and 11% peaking open cycle gas turbine (WNA 
2014). The main discussion regarding additional electricity generation in South Africa 
has been on the need for base-load capacity, rather than specifically nuclear energy 
(WNA 2014).   
 
Eskom solicited tenders for six new steam generators to be installed at the existing 
Koeberg nuclear power station in Cape Town to extend its operating life from 30 to 
40 years (WNA 2014). The earlier environmental impact assessment (EIA) process 
which started in 2006 confirmed the selection of a further three possible sites for 
nuclear power units: Thyspunt, Bantamsklip and Duynefontein (WNA 2014).  
 
The state adopted the Nuclear Energy Policy in 2008 and reviewed the National 
Energy Efficiency Strategy (NNES) at the same time. The review process analyzed 
energy usage patterns of various economic sectors and examined the potential for 
adopting modern energy management practices and technologies, based on advice and 
opinion from international experts (GCIS 2012). 
 
The strongest indication of government’s intention to actively pursue nuclear energy 
was in November 2011, notably after the Fukushima accident, during the approval of 
the establishment of the National Nuclear Energy Executive Coordination Committee 
(NNEECC), led by President Jacob Zuma (Peters 2012). This showed the state’s 
priority to develop the socio-economic agenda, whilst displaying confidence in their 
ability to maintain nuclear safety. The state media communicated these concerns 
through various press releases at the time. 
 
A further indication of the state’s interest in nuclear energy was its initiation of an 
Integrated Nuclear Infrastructure Review (INIR) which is an assessment conducted by 
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international experts on nuclear energy, coordinated by the IAEA, to support 
countries in developing their nuclear capacity (IAEA, INIR 2012). 
 
Although, initially, the news media expressed uncertainty in the country’s capabilities 
to go ahead, the state has aligned itself with pro-nuclear countries, such as Russia and 
China, in order to gain knowledge and technology for a safe nuclear future (Joemat-
Pettersson 2015). The state has been courted by major global nuclear corporations, 
such as French Areva and Russian Rosatom. Government-led delegations have hosted 
vendor parades and public concern has been raised around nuclear power being used 
as a political tool to enhance international status and prestige. This may account for 
government’s potential political motivation (Van Wyk 2012: 20). 
 
In May 2015, Minister of Energy, Joemat-Pettersson, officially announced in the 
Budget Speech 2015/2016 that the first additional nuclear unit will be commissioned 
by 2023 and that “vendor parades have been completed with all nuclear vendor 
countries,” including the United States of America, South Korea, Russia, France, 
Japan and China.  
 
Further concerns regarding the vendor parade workshops and the procurement process 
for the nuclear new build program range from the history of costs, delays and 
corruption experienced in the development of the Medupi and Kusile coal power 
stations. “The state already stands accused of permitting irregularities in respect of the 
award of tenders to individuals and companies close to, or within government 
structures,” and public concerns surrounding transparency are thus high (Van Wyk 
2012:20). 
 
1.7 Nuclear Weapons and The Arms Deal 
Before the transition to democracy in 1994, the former government of South Africa 
voluntarily terminated its nuclear weapons programme, with the process beginning in 
1989 and ending in 1993. South Africa’s nuclear diplomacy changed from a defence 
orientation to one focussing on the peaceful uses of nuclear energy, nuclear non-
proliferation and nuclear disbarment (Van Wyk 2013).  
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Although the South African public opinion remains fairly confident on the safe usage 
of nuclear, parallels have been drawn between “serious malpractices [surrrounding] 
the strategic arms procurement package (the ‘arms deal’) and dubious levels of 
transparency in the proposed nuclear programme (Van Wyk 2013).  
 
The Arms Deal represents a large-scale military acquisition project, finalized in 1999, 
by South Africa’s ruling party, the ANC. According to Corruption Watch (2015), a 
non-profit organization working to fight corruption in South Africa, if allegations of 
bribery and corruption currently under investigation are proven true, it will be the 
biggest corruption scandal in the country’s history, with up to R70-billion of public 
money lost.  
 
In 2002, the first reports of President Jacob Zuma’s involvement in corruption linked 
to the Arms Deal were published. Despite inconclusive investigations, Zuma’s links 
to corruption are widely known and naturally any association with nuclear, including 
both weapons and the new build programme, is distrusted by the public and news 
media due to the fact that he is so prominently linked to the promulgation of the 
industry.  
 
1.8 Roles and Functions of State and News Media in the Electricity Sector 
The roles and functions of the state media offer similarities and differences to those of 
the news media. Specifically in the electricity sector, both media are expected to 
communicate contextualized information in a comprehensible manner to all target 
audiences. 
 
The state media functions as a government mouthpiece, communicating decisions and 
goings on of government to the public. The state media’s responsibility is towards the 
people and developing the nation and reporting on the developing legislation, 
regulatory bodies and procurement processes followed in infrastructure developments, 
such as the nuclear new-build programme. 
 
Being fully aligned with government’s agenda, critics and the news media regard state 
media as being one sided, and used as a propaganda tool, which reduces its credibility. 
Furthermore, its content is usually more prescriptive without added commercial 
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pressure. However, the public and news media of South Africa have major distrust in 
the state’s ability to govern fairly, thus the state media is constantly questioned.  
 
“One essential function of the [news] media in a democracy is to liaise 
between the public and the state, as the governing representative of the 
community at large, not merely as a vigilant watchdog, but indeed, as a 
functional communications platform for the large number of stakeholders in 
the running of public affairs” (Wozniak 2010).  
 
The news media has two main roles to fulfil. Firstly, to represent and then critically 
assess, the state’s overarching planned developments of electricity infrastructure. It is 
the news media’s responsibility to involve the public in a process of well-informed 
and effective consultation and facilitation of state infrastructure projects. In South 
Africa, legislation is in place to ensure public consultation occurs in infrastructure 
development, so as to assess and respond to social and environmental concerns.  
 
Secondly, it is the news media’s responsibility to communicate such legislation to the 
public and facilitate its interpretation, in a comprehensive, contextualized view. This 
is especially necessary when the topic appears to be technologically complex, as 
often, socio-political and economic factors drive such debates (Wozniak 2010). 
 
The South African state has made the electricity sector one of its key development 
objectives (McDonald 2009: xvi), with 40% of the medium term expenditure 
framework budget going into electricity infrastructure over 2010-2015 (Gordhan 
2010). Whilst energy infrastructure is evidently intended to serve the public, the 
magnitude of such planned infrastructure is bound to affect and disrupt many 
communities and impact a large number of ecological resources (Wozniak 2010).  
 
Localized news publications, such as Daily Despatch, The Herald and the St Francis 
Chronicle, focus on the ecological aspects and the relative affects that the new build 
programme would have on the environment. Localized public consultation between 
the state and the public occurred after the Environmental Impact Assessments were 
completed at the three selected sites (Mortimer 2015). However, the national news 
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coverage focussed typically on the economic and political debates surrounding 
nuclear energy and almost no emphasis was placed on environmental issues.   
 
1.9 The South African State and News Media Regulatory Aspects 
According to the South African constitution, everyone has the right to freedom of 
expression. Within this category falls the freedom of the press. This ensures the South 
African news media the right to free news publication without the fear of censorship, 
although there has been controversy surrounding the media, individuals and the 
government in this debate.  
 
Furthermore, the South African media is self-regulatory, with codes of practice that 
guide journalists in their reporting. The South African code of conduct states that the 
news media aspires to reporting on news that is truthful, accurate, fair and balanced.  
 
A number of organizations exist in South Africa which are responsible for ensuring 
citizen access to the media and media responsibility to citizens. These include: 
The Press Council of South Africa, Press Ombudsman and Press Appeals Panel 
The Broadcast Complaints Commission of South Africa 
The Independent Communications Authority of South Africa (ICASA) 
The Media Diversity Development Agency 
Film and Publications Act.  
 
The local media organizations are aware of the need to uphold professional standards 
and the media conduct and adhere to these standard codes of conduct as well as their 
own internal codes of conduct. The regulatory bodies exist to ensure that there is a 
level of accountability to the public by the media, protecting the public from unfair 
business practices and poor quality services from the state.  
 
1.10 Contextualizing the Publications in the Sample 
Selected state and news publications were chosen to offer a holistic view and include 
those from respected state, public, science and economic publications: Government 
websites, The Mail & Guardian, The Sowetan, The Mining & Engineering Weekly and 
The Business Day. 
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1.10.1 Government Websites 
The state publications are taken from the Department of Energy website. Information 
available includes all departmental media activities and publications as well as stories 
making headlines in the media, opinion pieces and Op-Eds. It also houses publications 
such as Annual Reports, Magazines, Strategic Planning Documents, Media Alerts, 
Press Statements, Speeches and Presentation delivered by the departments principals 
and senior managers.  
 
The Department of Energy’s vision, according to their website in 2015, is to create a 
transformed and sustainable energy sector with universal access to modern energy 
carriers for all by 2014 and improving South Africa’s energy mix by having 30% 
clean energy by 2025. It is the Department of Energy’s mission to regulate and 
transform the sector for the provision of secure, sustainable and affordable energy. 
The legislative mandate aims to ensure secure and sustainable provision of energy for 
socio-economic development.  
 
1.10.2 The Mail & Guardian 
The Mail & Guardian is a weekly newspaper, published by M&G Media in 
Johannesburg, South Africa. Founded in 1985, the newspaper boasts a circulation of 
30 714 (Manson 2015) and focusses on political analysis, investigative reporting, 
local news, arts, music and popular culture.  
 
In 1994, The Mail & Guardian Online was launched in conjunction with Media24 and 
became the first internet news publication in Africa. It has since grown into a daily 
news operation with a number of writers, multimedia producers, sub-editors and 
more. The online site (2015) focusses on local, international and African hard news, 
sport and business with interactive photo galleries, discussion forums, special reports 
and regular cartoons by South African political cartoonist, Zapiro.  
 
Several other specialized sites run by The Mail & Guardian include:  
Thought Leader – an editorial group blog of commentary and analysis 
Amabunghane – investigative journalism issued in the interest of the public 
Voices of Africa – contributor blog including everyday accounts of ordinary Africans 
Mail & Guardian Women – content that foregrounds women’s issues 
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Mail & Guardian Africa – a pan-African digital platform headquartered in Kenya.  
 
1.10.3 The Sowetan 
The Sowetan is a daily South African newspaper published in English. Founded in 
1981, during the liberation struggle, the newspaper was freely distributed to 
households in the then apartheid-segregated township of Soweto in Johannesburg, 
South Africa. Owned by the Times Media Group, The Sowetan is currently one of the 
largest national newspapers in South Africa, boasting a circulation of 99 244 (Manson 
2015).  
 
On the official Facebook corporate page (2015), The SowetanLIVE claims to omit 
“the boring bits and offers a unique perspective of South African and International 
news” with sections of sport, business, entertainment and the “Good Life.” There is a 
strong focus on celebrity news and gossip, including that of politicians and 
government officials.  
 
1.10.4 The Mining & Engineering Weekly 
The Mining Weekly and Engineering News are weekly industry specific news 
magazines that provide in-depth coverage of global mining and engineering projects, 
products, policies and the personalities reshaping the industry in South and Southern 
Africa.  
 
Founded by Martin Creamer in 1981, the company is known as Creamer Media, an 
independent media publishing company, based in Johannesburg, South Africa. The 
total print and online Mining readership boasts 90 299 and the Engineering readership 
boasts 92 332 per week.  
 
The latest news and developments in the mining and engineering sectors are available 
to readers of the magazine and visitors to the website. Key service areas and topics 
related to the mining and engineering industry such as health and safety, legislative 
and environmental aspects are available on the website.  
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1.10.5 The Business Day 
The Business Day is a national daily newspaper, published from Monday to Friday, as 
well as online, and is based in Johannesburg, South Africa. Owned by Times Media 
Group, it is edited by Peter Bruce and published by BDFM Publishers which is the 
parent company of the Financial Mail Magazine and Business Day TV (formerly 
known as Summit TV). (Print Media 2014) 
 
Launched in 1985, the newspaper covers all major national and international news, 
with a specific focus on the South African economic and business sector, companies 
and financial markets. In addition, an influential opinion section with several popular 
columnists, and sport, travel books, arts and entertainment. The Business Day boasts a 
readership of 29 559 (Manson 2015). BDlive is the digital identity of the newspaper.  
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2. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 
The theories of agenda setting, framing and furthermore, priming, as well as the 
concepts of social responsibility and good governance, form the basis for analysis of 
media reporting in this study. These theories were selected as they aptly depict the 
different media functions of the South African media. Although said to be a self-
regulated and free, instances where the news media operate as watchdogs and where 
the state media prefer a developmental approach, are observed. 
 
The four media theories enable the representation of nuclear power in each 
publication to be assessed against noticeable themes.  
 
2.1 Agenda Setting 
McCombs and Shaw (1972) originally theorized agenda setting, stating that the media 
played an important role in shaping political reality. Agenda setting thus refers to the 
idea that there is a strong correlation between the emphasis that the mass media place 
on certain issues and the importance attributed to these issues by the mass audiences 
(McCombs & Shaw 1972). The emphasis can be caused by the sheer volume of 
exposure of a topic, person or event or the relative placement given within a 
publication.  
 
Lang & Lang (1981: 447–468) reiterated this theory, explaining that “The mass media 
force attention to certain issues. They build up public images. They are constantly 
presenting objects suggesting what individuals in the mass should think about, know 
about and have feelings about.”  
 
The agenda setting influence which the media has is not limited to just focussing 
public attention on certain topics. The media further influences its audience through 
communicating perspectives and understanding on the topics. For each agenda or 
topic, there are relative attributes associated which both the media and the public 
think and talk about. The attributes, or frames, are either emphasized, given less 
attention or no attention at all. (McCombs 2007: 5) 
 
 
16 
 
2.2 Framing 
Framing is based on the assumption that how an issue is characterized in the news 
reports of the mass media influences how it is understood by the mass audiences. 
According to Goffman (2010), framing theory suggests that audiences choose to 
process the information in direct correlation to how a news item is presented. Frames 
are notions which organize or structure the meaning of a message. For complex topics 
in particular, framing in media reporting offers suggestions as to how the given news 
may be understood, and how it fits into the greater social context.  
Norris, Kern and Just (2003:11) alternatively place the focus on the journalist stating 
that the essence of framing is through the selection and prioritization of certain facts, 
images, or developments, thereby unconsciously promoting a particular interpretation 
of events. This ensures that certain topics, events or related people are perceived by 
the mass audience as more salient in a given context (Entman 1993).  
Further to framing, priming occurs when the media content suggests to the media 
audience that they ought to use specific issues as benchmarks for evaluating the 
performance of leaders and governments. These are often used to make political 
evaluations (Iyengar & Kinder 1987:63).  
Once the media has set the agenda and made certain issues salient in people’s minds, 
they can also shape the considerations that people take into account when making 
judgements about governments, presidents, policies and political candidates or issues, 
which is identified as priming.  
 
2.3 Agenda Setting and Framing in the Media 
The major difference between agenda setting on the one hand, and framing on the 
other hand, is the difference between whether we think about an issue and how we 
think about. 
 
Framing is used as a necessary tool to reduce the complexity of an issue, presenting 
relatively complex issues, such as nuclear energy, to lay audiences in an efficient 
manner (Gans 1979). Specifically complex or scientific concepts, which are often 
misunderstood or misinterpreted by lay audiences.  
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Those interested in shaping the media, such as government, policymakers and interest 
groups use agenda setting and framing to develop messages about a particular issue, 
more specifically, politically charged issues. Through public discourse, shaping and 
the analysis of news messages, and their relevant contexts, can be analyzed.  
 
In the broad context of nuclear energy, framing operates in a spectrum of views 
ranging from activist rejection to optimistic acceptance, and must be understood 
against secondary discourses of global nuclear armaments and concerns regarding 
South African power shortages, skills deficiency, environmental concerns, and 
inherent public distrust against the state and the associated fears.   
 
2.4 Social Responsibility 
Social responsibility is an ethical or ideological theory framework created for 
government systems, private businesses, non-profit organizations and individuals 
which expresses that entities have a responsibility to the society in which they are 
involved (Christiaans 2005: 3-10).  
Ultimately, the topic of social responsibility hinges on the question of what is right 
and wrong, good or bad, acceptable or unacceptable. In the context of this paper, we 
ask these questions relating to the way in which the media collects and publishes 
information and how the media’s actions can tangibly impact audiences, both 
negatively and positively.  
Due to the potential influence journalists and the media hold, it is their responsibility 
to keep the society’s interest as top priority. This responsibility is the media obligation 
for proper custody, care and safekeeping of its audience. It is an ethical responsibility 
and journalists should be held accountable for their reporting (Middleton 2009).  
Robert Hutchins (1947) provided five initial guidelines on socially responsible 
reporting which the media are expected to follow to provide ethical reporting: 
(1) a truthful, comprehensive, and intelligent account of the day’s events in a context 
      which gives them meaning; 
(2) a forum for the exchange of comment and criticism; 
(3) the projection of a representative picture of the constituent groups in the society; 
(4) the presentation and clarification of the goals and values of the society; 
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(5) full access to the day’s intelligence.  
In the same year, further support for a public policy was provided by the American 
Commission on Freedom of the Press. For the first time, there was a clear link 
between freedom of the press and social responsibility – meaning an obligation to 
provide trustworthy and relevant news and information, as well as opportunity for 
diverse voices to be heard in the public arena (Siebert et al. 1956).  
Owens-Ibie (1994:71) maintains that as part of the media’s responsibility to serve the 
public interest: 
“the mass media are expected to inform citizenry of what goes on in the 
government, which, in a way, keeps rulers in check. Also, the media should be 
reporting on and promoting discussion of ideas, opinions and truths toward the 
end of social refinement; acting as a nation’s bulletin board for information 
and mirroring the society and its people just the way they are, thus exposing 
the heroes and the villains.” 
Owens-Ibie (1994:71) believes that the media should be accountable in the following 
ways and that “when journalistic responsibility is shunted, accountability is dented 
and automatically, responsibility is affected adversely.” 
1. To their audiences, to whom they owe correct news reportage, analysis and 
editorializing 
2. To government, to which they owe constructive criticism, a relay of popular 
opinion and adequate feedback from the populace. 
3. To the proprietor, to whom they owe the survival of the media organization as a 
business venture as well as a veritable source of education, enlightenment and 
entertainment.  
4. To themselves, to whom they owe fulfilment in their calling, satisfaction an entire 
success story (Owens-Ibie 1994:71). 
Up to now, the focus of this discussion has been on the participation of journalists 
furthering public interest, however, it does not suggest how closely journalists should 
undertake to join the work of policymakers and the role they play in self-regulation.  
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It could be argued that the natural tension in journalism, between the media’s need to 
remain neutral and the pressure from groups within society to exert influence, is not 
objectionable and simply needs to be well managed by the journalists themselves. This 
view then states that the existence of regulatory commissions, councils, ombudsmen or 
other policy frameworks are unnecessary (Plaisance 2000: 263). 
 
Thus, what we perceive to be an accountability problem, is in fact the “natural and 
healthy tension created by journalistic autonomy in relation to various community 
groups” (Plaisance 2000: 263). Furthermore, this perspective aims to neutralize the 
tension between journalistic autonomy and the need for a responsible press. “The nature 
of media accountability depends precisely on this conflict, which is not a dilemma to be 
solved, but a healthy tension to be managed” (Plaisance 2000: 265).  
 
In the scope of nuclear energy related reporting, the various contexts of planned 
developments are crucial to the understanding of the topic at hand. Media reports have 
to bridge the vast knowledge inequalities between governmental experts, politicians and 
the general public, and provoke discussion on such plans and their implementation. The 
representation will furthermore differ according to target audiences for the respective 
publications. 
 
2.5  Good Governance 
Grindle (2010) describes the term “governance” as understood when used with regard 
to government or the public sector, referring to the institutional underpinnings of 
public authority and decision making. Governance then encompasses the institutions, 
systems, “rules of the game,” and various factors that determine how political and 
economic interactions are structured, how decisions are made and resources allocated.  
Therefore, the concept of “good governance” refers to the admirable qualities of how 
government or governing ought to be carried out. Good governance differs to public 
governance, which is understood to be “the ways in which stakeholders interact with 
each other in order to influence the outcomes of public policies” (Bovaird and Löffler 
2003: 316). Good governance refers to the negotiation by all stakeholders in an area 
of improved public policy outcomes and agreed governance principles, which are 
implemented and regularly evaluated by all stakeholders.  
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The World Bank (1992) terms “good governance” as accountability and transparency, 
efficiency in how the public sector works, rule of law and ordered interaction in 
politics. The United Nations Development Plan (UNDP 1997) strongly promotes good 
governance and lists qualities such as participation, transparency, accountability, 
effectiveness, and equity.  
Good governance is also used to refer to normative concerns about what government 
ought to do, such as reduce poverty, maintain economic stability and provide basic 
services. Furthermore, policies that enable good governance need to be developed and 
implemented. Thus, Kaufman (2002) includes both the “how” and “what” features 
such as accountability, political stability, effectiveness, rule of law and control of 
corruption.  
In order to measure good governance, two key areas are considered:  
1. Improvements in public policy frameworks and outcomes 
2. Implementation by all stakeholders of a set of principles and processes by means 
of which appropriate public policies will be designed and put into practice 
(Kaufman 2002).  
In the framework of plans for a relatively new nuclear build programme, the public 
has a right to know how the government will assure public representation, health and 
security for the constituency. Necessarily, media reports may thus refer to related 
topics of governance, to assess and stimulate debate about the state’s reliability in 
delivering a safe nuclear infrastructure. 
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3. RESEARCH DESIGN AND METHODOLOGY 
The aim of this study is to maintain how the South African media have represented 
the planned developments in nuclear energy generation, between early 2011 and early 
2015, to their respective audiences.  A content analysis of news articles from selected 
state and news publications were sourced online and include those from respected 
state, public, science and economic publications: Government websites, The Mail & 
Guardian, The Sowetan, The Mining & Engineering Weekly and The Business Day. 
 
3.1 Research Approach 
The research approach of this study consists of both quantitative and qualitative 
aspects. Due to the volume of articles over the period of 2011 to 2015, a quantitative 
content analysis was done, comprising of articles published by four publications in 
response to government media statements. The results were then qualitatively inferred 
against the political and economic context of South Africa and conclusions drawn. 
 
Quantitative content analysis according to Riffe, Lacy and Fico (2014: 3) is a research 
method defined as the “systematic assignment of communication content [in]to 
categories according to rules, and the analysis of relationships involving those 
categories using statistical methods.”  The researcher then uses analytical constructs 
or rules of inference, to move from the text to the answers to the research question 
(White & Marsh 2006: 27). Conclusions are drawn from the text and the context, 
through categorical words or concepts within the texts or sets of texts. Once 
quantified, the relationships, meanings and inferences of the messages found can be 
made. 
 
The content analysis aims to provide an overarching image and is well suited to 
dealing with the “massness” of the mass media (Gerbner 1969). It is also able to 
provide important political insight (Winston 1990) which may highlight textual 
strategies intended to bridge vast knowledge inequalities, influence public opinion and 
provoke public consultation and discussion. 
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3.2 Research Period 
2006 marks the start of the nuclear discussion in the South African media with The 
Mining & Engineering Weekly (27 January 2006) publishing an article headlined, 
“Delivering the nuclear age.”  During the early stages, the media focus was more on 
the nuclear arms deal and nuclear proliferation. (Van Wyk 2002).  
 
In 2008, after Cabinet’s approval of the nuclear energy policy, the media began 
rethinking their perceptions of nuclear energy and a debate surrounding the 
environmental aspects began. The nuclear energy debate has been topical since, due to 
the ongoing energy crisis currently being experienced in South Africa. The media has 
increased its focus on nuclear energy news since the release of the revised IRP 2010 
in early 2011. Articles by the same four publications increased in number from 13 in 
2010 to 25 in 2011. This paper aims to track the nuclear debate and how it has 
developed as public perceptions have developed.  
 
The research sample will be taken from this initial date, for a period of five years, to 
May 2015. This time period signifies the government’s nuclear go ahead, showing 
little hesitation. On the 19th of May 2015, Energy Minister, Tina Joemat-Petterson, 
announced that the first additional nuclear unit will be commissioned by 2023 and 
that “vendor parades have been completed with all nuclear vendor countries” (Joemat-
Petterson 2015). The chosen period therefore represents a well-defined era in South 
Africa’s nuclear new build programme, although it is still ongoing.  
 
3.3 Research Sample 
The five publications include those from state, public, science and economic sectors. 
This incorporates a broad spectrum of news. The articles which form part of the 
sample are taken from online archives using the search term “nuclear energy.” 
 
The state publications are taken from the Department of Energy website. The articles 
are in the form of media releases or speeches. Statements from government are often 
repeated on various websites, so only one statement of each is included in the sample. 
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The public articles are taken from The Mail & Guardian and The Sowetan. The Mail 
& Guardian was chosen as a national weekly publication with a focus on political 
analysis, investigative reporting and opinion pieces known as Thought Leader.  
The Sowetan is a daily newspaper, owned by the Times Media Group. The Sowetan, 
originally a liberation struggle newspaper, now represents the new age South African 
public and is regarded as having a left-leaning tone, representing the black, middle or 
working class population. 
 
Articles for the science sector are taken from the independent media publishing 
company, Creamer. The Mining & Engineering Weekly provides an in-depth coverage 
of the mining and engineering industry.  
 
The articles for the economic sector were taken from The Business Day, also owned 
by the Times Media Group. It is a national daily newspaper, available online, which 
focusses on the South African economy and business sector, including companies and 
financial markets.  
 
Articles chosen specifically cover news about the nuclear new build and development 
plans in South Africa. Articles relate to, or include, topics covering energy security as 
outlined in the IRP 2010; the state’s collaboration with interested nuclear countries; 
the nuclear procurement process; nuclear costs and financing options; political 
agendas and public fears. 
 
Articles that were excluded from the sample include those of other countries, such as 
Japan and the Fukushima incident in 2011, as well as further articles focussing on 
radiation or dangers; articles mentioning Russia’s Chernobyl incident and further 
commemorations; Germany’s decision to discontinue nuclear power; Iran’s nuclear 
and mining activity. Further exclusions include articles focussed purely on the 
Nuclear Arms Deal; nuclear medicine and isotopes; radiopharmaceuticals. Also 
excluded were articles relating only to the Koeberg Nuclear Plant; Eskom 
specifically; the Areva trial and any articles pertaining to Uranium mining.  
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3.4 Result Themes 
Between the state and news publications, a total of 313 articles make up the sample: 
state publications (36), The Mail & Guardian (29), The Sowetan (25), The Mining & 
Engineering Weekly (96) and The Business Day (75).  
 
17 themes were identified as most prevalent and include those surrounding nuclear 
safety, environmental impacts, the nuclear vs. renewables debate, opportunity for 
industrialization and public fears.  
 
Themes include: Energy Security, Nuclear Safety, the IRP 2010, CO2 levels, 
Renewables, Localization, Job Security, Public Communication, Readiness, 
International Frameworks, Collaboration, Cost, Distrust, Transparency, Urgency, 
Corruption and Political Agenda. 
 
The research design aims to firstly provide a quantitative assessment of the new items 
about nuclear energy in the sample period of 2011-2015. This outlines the scope of 
the national nuclear debate. Secondly, a thematic overview of the debate in each of 
the respective publications ascertains the links to framing, agenda setting, social 
responsibility and good governance.  
 
 
 
 
 
  
25 
 
4. RESULTS  
The following chapter aims to depict the results of each finding against the research 
question which asks how the South African media have represented the planned 
developments in nuclear energy generation, between 2011 and 2015, to their 
respective audiences. The results will be triangulated against the four media theories. 
A list of the articles for each publication appear at the end of this study in an 
appendix.  
 
4.1 Indication of Total Media Exposure per Publication, 2011-2015 
The following graph depicts the total number of articles which were published by 
each state and news publication during the sample period of 2011-2015. 
 
Figure 1. Total number of articles published per publication, 2011-2015. 
 
The Mining & Engineering Weekly published the largest volume of articles with a 
total of 96 articles. The Business Day followed with a total of 75 articles. With more 
comparative numbers, the state published a total of 36 media statements and speeches, 
The Mail & Guardian followed with 29 articles and The Sowetan with a total of 25 
articles.  
 
4.2 Indication of Media Exposure per Publication, 2011-2015 
The following graph depicts the number of articles published using the search term 
“nuclear energy” by both state and news publications during the selected period of 
2011-2015.  
 
State Business Day Mail & Guardian Mining & Engineering Sowetan
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Figure 2. Number of articles published per state and news publication per year, 2011-
2015. 
 
Generally, an increase in the number of articles per publication, between 2011 and 
2015 is noticed. The Mining & Engineering Weekly has published more articles 
compared to the other publication. This could be attributed to the fact that it is 
focussed on the nuclear subject and covers news pertaining to the nuclear industry. 
There is a major spike in the number of articles in 2014. This year delineates the pre-
procurement and procurement phase of the nuclear new build programme in South 
Africa.  
 
In 2011 the state released a total of six statements. These focussed on South Africa’s 
nuclear safety at Koeberg, specifically after the Fukushima accident, and the revised 
IRP 2010 which stated their intent to use nuclear power as a baseload source to ensure 
energy security. The Business Day did not publish any articles pertaining to nuclear 
energy development in South Africa in 2011. The Mail & Guardian published three 
articles in 2011, two of which supported nuclear development and one which alerted 
the public of the potential R1-trillion nuclear build cost. The state released a statement 
responding to The Mail & Guardian’s article (Faull 7 October 2011), claiming that it 
contained information that is “misleading to the public, full of statements that are not 
true and factually incorrect.” The state requested that the public take confidence in the 
tender process. The Mining & Engineering Weekly published five articles covering 
South Africa’s desperate need for nuclear energy, despite the Fukushima accident, as 
well as the potential for industrialization and job creation. The Sowetan published four 
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articles highlighting solar as an alternative to nuclear; the nuclear go ahead; the R1-
trillion cost and questioning state intentions.  
 
In 2012, the state released five statements focussing on the safe use of nuclear; role 
clarification for Eskom in the new build programme; job security for NUM workers 
and the development of the NNEECC committee, headed by President Jacob Zuma. 
The Business Day published three articles pertaining to the NNR, a call for nuclear 
delay and the resignation of the NNR CEO. The Mail & Guardian published five 
articles all anti the nuclear development. Fears of cost and government’s capabilities 
prevailed. The Mining & Engineering Weekly published 12 articles focussing on the 
roles of Eskom and state stakeholders; new build costs and governments’ affiliation 
with Russia. The Sowetan did not publish any articles pertaining to nuclear energy. 
 
In 2013 the state released six statements focussed on how they plan to gear the 
country for the nuclear build through the hiring of experts, concluding safety reports 
at Thyspunt and hosting various conferences. The Business Day published six articles, 
three of which were focussed on South Africa’s affiliation with Russia; two of which 
were public letters for and against nuclear and one which focussed on the Minister of 
Energy’s positive stance on nuclear. The Mail & Guardian published four articles all 
of which pose questions on whether or not to go ahead with nuclear. The Mining & 
Engineering Weekly published 20 articles focussed on both sides of the nuclear 
debate, job creation and the state’s commitment to the new build programme. The 
Sowetan published four articles which focussed on the government’s affiliations with 
other countries, for example, Obama’s meeting with Zuma, the IAEA conference in 
Vienna and Holland’s visit to South Africa.  
 
In 2014 there was major interest shown by both the state and media in the country’s 
nuclear new build developments. The state released 13 statements focussed around 
signing international framework agreements with vendor countries such as Russia, 
France and China; the procurement process; the various vendor parade workshops and 
Zuma’s visit to NECSA. The Business Day published 54 articles, all of which were 
published after the Minister of Energy signed the strategic partnership agreement with 
Russia. The Mail & Guardian published a total of eight articles, three of which 
debated nuclear and renewable energy and related costs, one clarifying the Russian 
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agreement and another questioning Russia’s intentions. The Mining & Engineering 
Weekly published 49 articles, 11 of which pertained to the agreement with Russia; 
four of which requested clarity; a further four which were pro-nuclear, highlighting 
the opportunity it would bring to South African industry, as well as a further five 
articles surrounding the agreements with France and China. The Sowetan published 17 
articles, 11 of which relate to vendor countries and President Jacob Zuma, the 
Minister of Energy or other political members.  
 
In 2015 the state released five statements by May, with an update from Eskom 
regarding the load shedding caused by the Koeberg power station failures. Further 
updates on the nuclear procurement process and vendor parades were also 
communicated. The Business Day published 12 articles, three of which were opinion 
letters by readers which focussed on President Zuma and the Russian deal, and three 
of which communicated fear of government secrecy and the unaffordable cost of 
nuclear. The Mail & Guardian published eight articles, seven of which pertain to 
government transparency, Zuma’s affiliation with Russia and corruption in the nuclear 
sector. The last article positively concentrated on the new nuclear build approval. The 
Mining & Engineering Weekly published eight articles, mostly focussed on the state 
stakeholders and industry potential. The Sowetan did not publish any articles 
pertaining to nuclear energy as of May 2015.  
 
4.3 Comparison Showing Variances in State and News Themes, 2011-2015 
 
Figure 3. Theme variances of the state and news publications, 2011- 2015.  
 
Incidentally, the themes that are most highly ranked by the news media are most 
poorly addressed by the state publications. These include Political Agenda, 
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Transparency, Corruption, Distrust and Cost. In addition, themes that are ranked 
highly by the state are not ranked as highly by the news media, but still remain in the 
top half of the list. These themes include Public Communication, International 
Framework and the IRP 2010.  
 
STATE MEDIA 
Public Communication (22) Political Agenda (96) 
International Frameworks (22) Cost (91) 
IRP 2010 (20) International Framework (72) 
Collaboration (20) Distrust (65) 
Security (18) Transparency (59) 
Jobs (18) Public Communication (50) 
Readiness (17) Localization (46) 
Safety (16) IRP 2010 (43) 
Localization (15) Corruption (42) 
Distrust (14) Collaboration (41) 
CO2 (13) Urgency (41) 
Transparency (10) Jobs (40) 
Renewables (8) Security (40) 
Urgency (5) Safety (32) 
Cost (4) Renewables (28) 
Political Agenda (4) Readiness (21) 
Corruption (1) CO2 (18) 
 Table 1. Ranking of themes between state and news publications, 2011-2015.  
 
4.4 Evident Themes in State and News Publications per Publication, 2011-2015  
The following graph depicts the themes identified in state and news publications and 
the weight carried for each publication during the selected period, 2011-2015.  
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 Figure 4. Evident themes in state and news publications per publication, 2011-2015. 
  
Seventeen tags are identified as themes in the state and news publications during the 
selected time period of 2011 to 2015. See below table on Page 32 indicating ranking 
of themes for each news publication, compared to that of state publications. 
 
The state themes over the period of 2011 to 2015 are ranked contrarily to that of the 
news publications. The top ranked themes include International Framework and 
Public Communication with 22 tags each, IRP 2010 and Collaboration with 20 tags 
each and Nuclear Security and Jobs with 18 tags each. The bottom ranked tags include 
Political Agenda and Cost with four tags each, and Corruption with only one tag.  
 
In comparison to the state’s ranking of International Framework, The Business Day 
and The Mail & Guardian ranked it sixth, The Mining & Engineering Weekly ranked 
it fifth, whilst The Sowetan matched it with top place. Public Communication, ranked 
second in the state publications, ranked seventh for The Business Day, fourth for The 
Mail & Guardian, tenth for The Mining & Engineering Weekly and third for The 
Sowetan.  
The Business Day, The Mail & Guardian and The Sowetan show similar interest in the 
political aspects of the nuclear new build programme in South Africa. The Mining & 
Engineering Weekly shows little interest in the political aspects, but rather focusses on 
the development of local industry, skills and job creation which the new build 
programme aims to provide. 
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The top ranked themes for The Business Day include Political Agenda with 45 tags, 
Distrust with 37 tags, Cost with 35 tags, Transparency with 34 tags and Corruption 
with 28 tags. The lowest ranking themes include Safety and Readiness with four tags 
each and CO2 with three tags.  
 
The top ranked themes for The Mail & Guardian also include Political Agenda with 
18 tags, Distrust with 15 tags and Cost with 14 tags. However, Public Communication 
with 12 tags ranked higher than Transparency and Corruption which followed. The 
lowest ranking themes also included Safety, Readiness and CO2 with four tags each, 
as well as IRP 2010 with four tags.  
 
The Mining & Engineering Weekly’s top themes differ from those of The Business 
Day and The Mail & Guardian. The top ranked theme is Cost with 37 tags, followed 
by Localization with 32 tags and Jobs with 26 tags. Lowest ranking themes include 
CO2 with eight tags, Distrust with seven tags and Corruption with only two tags.  
 
The Sowetan showed only two top ranking themes, namely International Framework 
with 13 tags and Political Agenda with 12 tags. Public Communication and Distrust 
follow, but with only six tags each. Cost, with five tags, ranks much lower on The 
Sowetan’s list compared to that of the other publications. The lowest ranking themes 
include Renewables with two tags and IRP 2010 and Readiness with one tag each.  
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BUSINESS 
DAY 
MAIL & 
GUARDIAN 
MINING & 
ENGINEERING 
SOWETAN STATE 
Political 
(45) 
Political  
(18) 
Cost 
(37) 
Intl Framework 
(13) 
Intl Framework 
(22) 
Distrust 
(37) 
Distrust 
(15) 
Localization 
(32) 
Political 
(12) 
Public Comm 
(22) 
Cost 
(35)  
Cost 
(14) 
Jobs 
(26) 
Public Comm 
(6) 
IRP 2010 
(20) 
Transparency 
(34) 
Public Comm 
(12) 
IRP 2010 
(26) 
Distrust 
(6) 
Collaboration 
(20) 
Corruption 
(28) 
Transparency 
(10) 
Intl Framework 
(25) 
Transparency 
(5) 
Security 
(18) 
Intl Framework 
(26) 
Intl Framework 
(8) 
Collaboration 
(23) 
Security 
(5) 
Jobs 
(18) 
Public Comm 
(14) 
Corruption 
(8) 
Political 
(21) 
Safety 
(5) 
Readiness 
(17) 
Urgency 
(12) 
Security  
(7) 
Urgency 
(20) 
Cost 
(5) 
Safety 
(16) 
IRP 2010 
(12) 
Collaboration 
(7) 
Safety 
(19) 
Collaboration 
(5) 
Localization 
(15) 
Security 
(11) 
Jobs 
(6) 
Public Comm 
(18) 
Localization 
(4) 
Distrust 
(14) 
Renewables  
(6) 
Renewables 
(6) 
Security 
(17) 
Corruption 
(4) 
CO2 
(13) 
Collaboration 
(6) 
Urgency  
(6) 
Renewables 
(14) 
Urgency 
(3) 
Transparency 
(10) 
Localization 
(5) 
Localization 
(5) 
Readiness 
(12) 
Jobs  
(3) 
Renewables 
(8) 
Jobs 
(5) 
Safety 
(4) 
Transparency 
(10) 
CO2 
(3) 
Urgency 
(5) 
Safety 
(4) 
IRP 2010  
(4) 
CO2 
(8) 
Renewables 
(2) 
Political 
(4) 
Readiness 
(4) 
CO2 
(4) 
Distrust 
(7) 
IRP 2010 
(1) 
Cost 
(4) 
CO2 
(3) 
Readiness 
(4) 
Corruption 
(2) 
Readiness 
(1) 
Corruption 
(1) 
 
 Table 2. Tabulated themes per publication, ranked in prominence, 2011-2015. 
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4.5 Prioritized Themes in State Publications, 2011-2015 
2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 
IRP 2010 
(5) 
Safety 
(3) 
Public Comm 
(6) 
Intl Framework 
(12) 
Security 
(5) 
Safety 
(4) 
IRP 2010 
(3) 
Distrust 
(5) 
Collaboration 
(9) 
Readiness 
(5) 
Public Comm 
(4)  
Readiness 
(3) 
Collaboration 
(4) 
Localization 
(8) 
Public Comm 
(5) 
CO2 
(3) 
Renewables 
(2) 
Security 
(3) 
Jobs 
(8) 
IRP 2010 
(4) 
Jobs 
(3) 
Jobs 
(2) 
Safety 
(2) 
Security 
(7) 
Intl Framework 
(4) 
Security 
(2) 
Public Comm 
(2) 
Localization 
(2) 
IRP 2010 
(7) 
Collaboration 
(4) 
Renewables 
(2) 
Cost 
(2) 
Jobs 
(2) 
Readiness 
(6) 
Distrust 
(4) 
Intl Framework 
(2) 
Collaboration 
(2) 
Readiness 
(2) 
CO2 
(5) 
Transparency 
(4) 
Distrust 
(2) 
Security 
(1) 
Transparency 
(2) 
Public Comm 
(5) 
Safety 
(3) 
Localization  
(1) 
CO2 
(1) 
IRP 2010 
(1) 
Safety 
(4) 
CO2 
(3) 
Readiness 
(1) 
Localization 
(1) 
CO2 
(1) 
Distrust 
(3) 
Localization 
(3) 
Cost 
(1) 
Intl Framework 
(1) 
Renewables 
(1) 
Urgency 
(3) 
Jobs  
(3) 
Collaboration 
(1) 
Political Agenda 
(1) 
Cost 
(0) 
Transparency 
(3) 
Renewables 
(2) 
Transparency 
(1) 
Distrust 
(0) 
Intl Framework 
(0) 
Political Agenda 
(2) 
Urgency 
(2) 
Urgency 
(0) 
Urgency 
(0) 
Urgency 
(0) 
Renewables 
(1) 
Cost 
(1) 
Corruption 
(0) 
Transparency 
(0) 
Political Agenda 
(0) 
Corruption 
(1) 
Political Agenda 
(1) 
Political 
(0) 
Corruption 
(0) 
Corruption 
(0) 
Cost 
(0) 
Corruption 
(0) 
 
Table 3. Tabulated themes per year for state publications, ranked in order of 
prominence, 2011-2015. 
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4.6 Prioritized Themes in News Publications, 2011-2015  
2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 
Safety 
(6) 
Political  
(9) 
Cost 
(18) 
Intl Framework 
(58) 
Political 
(19) 
IRP 2010 
(6) 
Cost 
(8) 
Localization 
(14) 
Political 
(51) 
Distrust 
(16) 
Cost 
(6)  
Public Comm 
(7) 
Political 
(13) 
Cost 
(50) 
Corruption 
(14) 
Jobs 
(6) 
Safety 
(6) 
Security 
(10) 
Distrust 
(38) 
Transparency 
(12) 
Security 
(5) 
IRP 2010 
(6) 
Safety 
(10) 
Transparency 
(38) 
Cost 
(9) 
CO2 
(5) 
Localization 
(6) 
Jobs 
(10) 
Corruption 
(24) 
Public Comm 
(7) 
Public Comm 
(4) 
Urgency 
(6) 
Public Comm 
(9) 
Public Comm 
(23) 
Localization 
(6) 
Collaboration 
(4) 
Readiness 
(5) 
Collaboration 
(9) 
IRP 2010 
(21) 
Renewables 
(5) 
Urgency 
(4) 
Distrust 
(4) 
Urgency 
(9) 
Jobs 
(20) 
Intl Framework 
(5) 
Political  
(4) 
Security 
(4) 
Readiness 
(8) 
Collaboration 
(19) 
Collaboration 
(5) 
Distrust 
(4) 
Renewables 
(4) 
IRP 2010 
(7) 
Urgency 
(19) 
Security 
(3) 
Renewables 
(2) 
Intl Framework 
(4) 
Renewables 
(7) 
Localization 
(19) 
Safety 
(3) 
Intl Framework 
(2) 
Collaboration 
(4) 
CO2 
(6) 
Security 
(18) 
IRP 2010 
(3) 
Corruption 
(2) 
Transparency 
(4) 
Intl Framework 
(3) 
Renewables 
(10) 
Urgency 
(3) 
Transparency 
(2) 
Jobs 
(2) 
Transparency 
(2) 
Safety 
(7) 
CO2 
(2) 
Localization 
(1) 
CO2 
(1) 
Distrust 
(2) 
Readiness 
(5) 
Jobs 
(2) 
Readiness 
(1) 
Corruption 
(1) 
Corruption 
(1) 
CO2 
(2) 
Readiness 
(2) 
 
Table 4. Tabulated themes per year of news publications, ranked in order of 
prominence, 2011-2015. 
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5. DISCUSSION 
This chapter triangulates the media content, the theoretical frameworks and the socio-
economic and political contexts of South Africa. The discussion is structured 
according to the following headings: Setting the Nuclear Agenda; Framing Themes; 
Good Governance and Social Responsibility.  
 
5.1 SETTING THE NUCLEAR AGENDA 
A global nuclear agenda was emphasized after the Fukushima incident occurred in 
2011 in Japan. Countries with nuclear capabilities focussed attention on the safety of 
their existing nuclear power stations and countries potentially looking to invest in 
nuclear energy began concentrating on precautionary measures, which included 
establishing stricter regulatory bodies.  
 
In South Africa, emphasis on the nuclear agenda increased tremendously at this time 
for three main reasons. Firstly, the global nuclear debate and the sheer volume of 
media exposure increased with the Fukushima incident. Secondly, safety at the 
existing Koeberg nuclear power station became a concern. The state ensured 
“readiness for emergency” (DoE 16 March 2011) in order to ease public concerns 
which were being shaped by the media. Thirdly, the global rethink of nuclear energy 
became a local concern when the state released the revised IRP 2010, which included 
an increase of nuclear power to its total energy mix. The South African public were 
now forced to think about nuclear energy again, after 30 years of industry dormancy. 
 
Every year, the nuclear agenda gained public interest, with a peak in news volume 
evident in 2014 and continuing into 2015. The state released 23 statements to the 
news media and delivered 13 speeches during the five year period. Although most 
often targeted at the news media, the government was aware that the public also 
needed to be addressed about certain issues. For example, Minister of Energy, Tina 
Joemat-Pettersson, addressed the NUM workers in early 2012 (DoE 22 April 2012) 
reassuring the workforce of job security and the state’s commitment to localization 
throughout the new build programme.  
 
Agenda setting is evident in the various media publications over the duration of the 
sample period with a large emphasis placed on the topic of nuclear. The state 
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publications primarily showed a pro-nuclear agenda whilst The Mining & Engineering 
Weekly and The Sowetan showed a mostly pro-nuclear agenda. The Business Day and 
The Mail & Guardian showed a mostly anti-nuclear agenda.   
 
A trend that was noticed with each publication is that a set of journalists who are well 
informed and knowledgeable on the nuclear topic, provide for half of the articles 
released by each publication, except in The Sowetan where SAPA provided for the 
majority of their articles.  
 
5.1.1 The Pro-nuclear vs. Anti-nuclear Agenda 
 
Figure 5. Comparison of pro-nuclear and anti-nuclear agenda per publication, 2011-
2015. 
 
The state’s pro-nuclear agenda is evident throughout the sample period. The pro-
nuclear agenda is attributed to the state’s responsibility to provide efficient energy 
supply to its residential, commercial and industrial sectors, whilst reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions and reaching set socio-economic targets.  
 
The Mail & Guardian published a responsible number of articles each year with a 
total of 29 articles throughout the sample period. Two of the articles were balanced 
letters from the public: “Nuclear talk just puff” (5 September 2014) and “Climate be 
damned, we need energy” (13 February 2015).  
 
Of the 27 articles, more than half were written by journalists, Lionel Faull (8) and 
Lynley Donnelly (7). Lionel Faull expressed an anti-government agenda in five of his 
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eight articles, whilst Lynley Donnelly expressed an equal balance of pro-nuclear and 
anti-nuclear articles.  
 
The nuclear agenda from The Mail & Guardian remained well-balanced, but 
somewhat personally opinionated. The Mail & Guardian published an equal number 
of specifically pro-nuclear and anti-nuclear articles throughout the sample period. 
However, an additional five anti-cost and six anti-government articles surrounding the 
nuclear topic were also published.  
 
Headlines from The Mail & Guardian provoked more alarmist views than the articles 
actually expressed. This could be dangerous in today’s society where the majority of 
articles are not read past their headlines. Alarmist headlines regarding cost included: 
“South Africa’s nightmare nuclear bill” (23 March 2012) and “Nuclear warning 
sparks meltdown” (26 April 2013). Whilst alarmist headlines regarding government, 
secrecy and transparency fears include: “Nuke deal: Russians push charm button” (3 
October 2014), “Exposed: Scary details of SA’s secret Russian nuke deal” (13 
February 2015), “Jobs for pals at state nuclear firm” (6 March 2015), “Top secret 
nuclear plan ducks scrutiny” (20 Feb 2015) and “Energy minister shields key Zuma 
nuclear ally” (27 February 2015). 
 
The Sowetan published the least number of articles during the sample period. 
Surprisingly, 19 of the total 25 articles showed a pro-nuclear agenda, whilst only six 
articles an anti-nuclear agenda. It could then be inferred that The Sowetan reporters 
and audience are supportive of government’s socio-economic development agenda.  
 
Interestingly, the first four articles in 2011 were written by The Sowetan journalists. 
Thereafter, all articles were distributed from the non-government national news 
agency, SAPA (South African Press Association). SAPA closed its doors on 31 
March 2015, which could attribute to the fact that no articles pertaining to nuclear 
power were published by The Sowetan in 2015. Perhaps a lack of interest in the 
nuclear topic from either the editor, or the middle-class black community, could 
attribute to the use of an external news agency and the minimal amount of media 
exposure. This is cause for concern as the topic of nuclear energy then is framed as 
less important than other topics more frequently published.  
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A strong political agenda was evident, along with a vigilant watchdog role, around 
state policymakers in The Sowetan articles. Interest was shown in the people of 
government and their relative roles in international relations. Simple, non-emotive 
language was used in The Sowetan headlines and include: “Obama visit is important: 
Zuma” (24 June 2013), “SA can be a fast growing economy: Motlanthe” (25 June 
2013), “Minister Nkoana-Mashabane to attend IAEA conference in Vienna” (1 July 
2013), “Change needs drastic intervention: Zuma” (17 June 2014), “Banks must help 
in nuclear bid: Ramaphosa” (25 July 2014), “Nothing irregular about nuclear deal: 
Matjila” (3 September 2014), “Zuma up to no good on nuclear deal: Zille” (29 
September 2014) and “Joemat-Pettersson must explain Russian deal: DA” (9 October 
2014).  
 
The Mining & Engineering Weekly published the highest volume of articles of all the 
publications. Their agenda is pro-nuclear, pro-industry and pro-development. With a 
large total of 79 articles supporting the go-ahead, 5 of these articles called on the state 
to provide clarity: “Clarity needed on why strong focus is being placed on nuclear” 
(22 August 2014) and “Clarity required on drivers of South Africa’s nuclear policy” 
(3 October 2014). 
 
A trivial total of 16 articles expressed an anti-nuclear agenda from The Mining & 
Engineering Weekly with six pro-renewables articles; four anti-cost; four anti-
government and three anti-nuclear due to the slower than expected growth in energy 
demand.  
 
Journalists dedicated to the nuclear topic from The Mining & Engineering Weekly 
include Keith Campbell and Terence Creamer, with 24 and 21 articles published 
respectively. This makes up for almost half of the total number of articles. Only one 
letter was published from The Mining & Engineering audience, titled, “Nuclear Is 
Safest, Cleanest, Cheapest” (20 June 2014).  
 
The Business Day released a total of 74 articles between 2011 and 2015, the second 
highest in comparison to the other publications. Of the total number of articles, three 
editorials were released in 2014, within a month of one another, with alarmist 
headlines reading: “Zuma’s Russian respite” (27 August 2014), “SA’s fixation with 
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nuclear is unwise” (16 September 2014) and “Extreme caution needed on nuclear” (25 
September 2014). A further two editorials were released in 2015 with headlines 
reading: “Alarming use of secrecy on nuclear” (22 January 2015) and “Nene fails to 
give crucial details” (26 February 2015).  
 
42 articles were released during the five year period. Journalists Carol Paton and Paul 
Vecchiato were published many times during this period and provoked much public 
attention to the nuclear debate.   
 
20 letters from the public were also published by The Business Day between 2012 and 
2015. Backed only with opinion, personal public views were shared openly in the 
letters. Often opinions conveyed political agendas which further expressed public fear 
and doubt. Headlines read: “Zuma’s nuclear addiction is bizarre” (11 November 
2014), “ANC cadres too inept for nuclear” (1 December 2014) and “Putin and Zuma 
are two of a kind” (25 February 2015).    
 
Of the total 74 articles, zero articles were published in 2011, but a total of 53 articles 
were published in 2014. The sheer volume of exposure surrounding the nuclear topic 
in 2014 from The Business Day is cause for concern. Although much public opinion 
was shared, The Business Day provoked unnecessary alarmist hype in the business 
sector. This is irresponsible journalistic practice as it prompts emotions of fear and 
distrust in readers.  
 
The Business Day exhibited close to equal pro-nuclear and anti-nuclear agendas. Of 
the 34 pro-nuclear articles, ten called for clarity from the state, one was pro-
government and 23 were pro-nuclear power, specifically. Of the 41 anti-nuclear 
articles, 24 were anti-government, 11 anti-cost, four anti-nuclear specifically and two 
anti-nuclear due to the slower than expected growth in energy demand.  
 
5.2 FRAMING THEMES 
The selection and prioritization of frames within the state and news publications differ 
vastly. The state has characterized the nuclear new build programme as an integral 
step in ensuring energy security for South Africa. By doing this, the state is ensuring 
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targets are met, which will boost socio-economic development and in turn largely 
benefit the country and its people.   
 
The news media has characterized the nuclear new build programme as an 
opportunity for the state to push their own political agenda, which causes further 
opportunity for irregularities and corruption. By doing this, the media has created 
sensational hype around the nuclear topic and deep-set distrust and fear can be seen in 
the public response. It appears that a miscommunication between state messages and 
news media messages has occurred in the prioritization of themes. What the state 
regards as most salient, the media regards as less salient and vice versa. This 
miscommunication seems to form the driving force behind media’s prevalent 
watchdog and investigative roles. 
 
5.2.1 The State Messages 
The most salient state themes identified during the sample period were Public 
Communication, International Framework Agreements, IRP 2010 and Collaboration. 
The messages which the state conveyed during this time were developed through 
events happening both locally and globally.  
 
The first event that sparked the negative framing of nuclear safety occurred after the 
Fukushima incident. Messages about nuclear safety, radioactivity and waste 
management were communicated by the state. These messages included those about 
the existing Koeberg nuclear power station and the new build programme.  
 
In May 2011, after the Fukushima incident, Minister of Energy, Ms Dipuo Peters 
communicated at the 2nd Regional Conference on Energy and Nuclear Power in Africa 
that “the public’s confidence in the safety of nuclear power plants has been shaken.” 
She called on those in the nuclear field to “assure the public that nuclear power plants 
can be operated safely and to earn their trust.” Peters also warned the news media 
against alarmist communication during the planning process urging that the success of 
the nuclear programme depends on the support of the public. In 2012, Peters again 
reminded the public that “nuclear programmes are driven by political will, and 
political will is driven by public perception.” (Peters 2012). 
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When resistance was experienced from the public and news media, the state reiterated 
their commitment and reasoning for choosing nuclear energy as a baseload source as 
outlined in the IRP2010. The main reason for this as stated earlier was to achieve 
energy security. As a developmental state, this is necessary for industrialization and 
socio-economic gains in South Africa. 
 
Early debates surrounding nuclear concentrated on developing renewable energy 
options, such as solar and wind, instead. The state framed nuclear and renewable 
options not as opposing solutions, but rather as complementary options and 
emphasized that neither is exclusively able to meet South Africa’s energy needs.  
 
Minister of Energy, Dipuo Peters, at the Nuclear Power’s Future for Africa 
Conference in 2012, again reiterated the state’s commitment to the new build 
programme. In 2013 the Department of Energy (31 July 2013) released a statement 
saying, “government has consistently stated its intent to add nuclear energy to the 
South African energy mix in line with the IRP 2010-2030” in anticipation of the 
public distrust and committed to ensuring that “the public is kept abreast of the 
developments.”  
 
The nuclear developments included pre-planning and planning phases which included 
collaborating with other international nuclear countries and signing international 
framework agreements. The messages from the state prioritized these in order for 
industry to be well-prepared and ready for the nuclear new build programme. Focus 
was placed on communicating the procurement process transparently to the public. 
 
On 20 March 2014, Minister of Energy, Dikobe Ben Martins, opened the Nuclear 
Africa Conference with four objectives which each engaged public concerns. Firstly, 
to “develop a positive and proactive approach to [the] nuclear power planning and 
implementation process” (Martins 2014). Secondly, to harness skills in order to 
implement the nuclear power programme and thirdly and fourthly, to address public 
interest issues such as safety, legislation and nuclear waste concerns. A clear 
misinterpretation of the public’s interest by the state is noticed in the results. Martins 
further communicated that “government in due course will announce specific details 
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on the nuclear new build programme as soon as all our consultations and preparations 
are finalized.”  
 
Despite the state’s framing of its commitment to nuclear energy and the new build 
programme, when the state signed the Russia and South Africa framework agreement 
on Strategic Partnership in Nuclear Energy on the 22nd of September 2014, the news 
media seemed unprepared for such commitment and provoked public panic through 
alarmist headlines.  
 
The statement released by Russian nuclear company, Rosatom, was ambiguous in its 
word choices and left much to an investigative journalist’s imagination (Rosatom 
2014). The state published the same ambiguous statement which suggested that 
Rosatom had been chosen as the preferred nuclear vendor, although this was not the 
case.  
 
The misunderstanding that occurred between the state and the news media was 
addressed by the state ten days later, on the 1st of October. Within the ten days, the 
news media had responded with 25 articles, and numbers grew to 100 by December 
2014. It can be questioned whether ten days is too long to clarify a statement in 
today’s instant society. The news publications were not forgiving of the Minister of 
Energy’s lack of response, so the news media began framing the state as incompetent 
and questioned its governing capabilities.  
 
Despite various requests from the state to the news media to “demystify” nuclear 
energy (14 August 2013) and frame it in a positive and developmental view, the news 
media instead began questioning the state’s intentions surrounding nuclear and in 
distrust, concluded that there must be a hidden political agenda.  
 
5.2.2 The News Media Messages 
Along with the state publications, the news media also prioritized nuclear safety in 
2011 following the Fukushima incident. Mixed messages were coming from the news 
publications at the time. The Sowetan argued that “Solar energy is [a] good alternative 
to nuclear” (25 March 2011), whilst The Mining & Engineering Weekly, in the midst 
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of the foreseen energy crisis and in line with state sentiment, argued that the country’s 
“Need for more nuclear [is necessary] despite Fukushima” (13 May 2011). 
 
After Cabinet’s approval of the revised IRP 2010, the nuclear debate increased, but 
was framed with “renewed caution” (Mining & Engineering: 26 May 2011). 
 
The Mail & Guardian was supportive of the state’s decision to proceed with nuclear 
in the early years, generally relaying state messages to the public. However, on 6 
October 2011, the article titled “Battle for South Africa’s one trillion nuclear 
contract” created hysteria in the media. The article is no longer available online after 
the state emotionally responded, saying that the article contains “information that is 
misleading to the public” and the state felt that is was crucial that the “Department of 
Energy corrects this damaging and damning report” (7 October 2011).   
 
It was around this time that the news media began framing the nuclear debate. No 
longer was the debate on environmental aspects. In fact, anti-nuclear lobbyist 
Greenpeace, was mentioned only once (Mail & Guardian 14 October 2011). The 
nuclear debate began framing the cost of an infrastructure new build and the 
associated public fears.  
 
Cost and financing options remained two of the most mentioned topics during the 
sample period. “Nuclear power will cost the country dearly” (Mail & Guardian 14 
October 2011) and “SA’s nightmare nuclear bill” (Mail & Guardian 23 March 2012).  
 
News media fears were enhanced by the state’s looming debacle, the energy crisis. 
Although understanding the need for nuclear energy, a cautious, careful, risk-averse 
approach was desired from the public. In contrary, the state seemed to be moving 
swiftly ahead.  Headlines included “SA to make nuclear decision soon, Peters reveals” 
(Mining & Engineering 21 February 2012) and “Atomic ambitions race the clock” 
(Mail & Guardian 4 May 2012).  
 
The clear sense of urgency shown by the state, triggered the news media and public to 
question the state’s motivation for nuclear. Speculative motivations comprised of a 
political agenda, especially when the revised IRP 2010 was being labelled as outdated 
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(12 April 2013), and calls to rethink the nuclear decision were being avoided by the 
state.  
Fears of the state’s political agenda increased when nuclear energy providing 
countries began showing much interest in South Africa’s nuclear industry. Headlines 
at the time read: “Russia looks to bolster ties with SA” (Business Day 12 February 
2013) and “Chinese companies unveil their nuclear energy offers to South Africa” 
(Mining & Engineering 24 May 2013). 
 
At the same time, lessons from the construction of the Medupi coal-fired power 
station were being learned (Mining & Engineering 15 Aug 2013). Inundated with 
corruption, this infrastructure development did not frame the government’s ability to 
transparently conclude a nuclear development of R1-trillions worth. Thus, both public 
confidence and negative perception issues grew.  
 
By not framing the themes of Cost, Political Agenda and Corruption as important, the 
news media thought that the state had a hidden agenda. It is therefore understandable 
that the most prioritized frames of the news media were Political Agenda, Cost, 
International Framework Agreements, with Distrust and Transparency following 
closely.  
 
In 2014, the messages coming from the news media were both imaginative and 
speculative. Messages were inundated with fear. Themes of Distrust and Corruption 
were prevalent with concerns over kickbacks and bribery surrounding the tender 
process. Nuclear was framed as a political debate, despite the need for a “rational 
debate” (Mining & Engineering 30 January 2015).  
 
The Mining & Engineering Weekly (11 April 2014) was preparing itself for the 
potential boost in industry it was to experience with the nuclear new build 
programme, with an emphasis on skills development, job creation and industry 
readiness. However, even they requested clarity from the state: “SA still committed to 
new nuclear build, but much remains unclear.” 
 
Requests by news media encouraged the state to clarify the factors that led to its 
nuclear conclusion, so that the nuclear development process could be seen as 
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“consistent, logical and [well] considered “as opposed to one that is driven by 
“whims, fads and fancies of particular individuals” (Mining & Engineering 6 August 
2014). 
 
The particular individuals referred to, include the Minister of Energy who was primed 
as the face of nuclear energy in South Africa, as well as President Jacob Zuma. Zuma 
was primed as a potential suspect for corruption when his interest in nuclear 
increased, and his decision to lead the NNEECC. Thereafter, any engagement with 
Russia, Rosatom or the Russian President, Vladimir Putin, was seen apprehensively. 
 
The Business Day displayed distrust in Zuma’s intentions with the headline reading 
“Zuma leaves trade advisors at home” (26 August 2014). Portraying the suggestion 
that he is not capable of dealing with international subjects on his own, the media 
alleged that he would somehow corrupt the deal.  
 
In a letter to The Business Day, a member of public divulged his opinion: “In an 
arrangement that will make the arms procurement scandal look like pocket money, 
senior members of the ANC are entering into a contract that will compromise SA’s 
future economic competitiveness – simply so that they can pocket the huge kickbacks 
that come from an unimaginable vast transaction” (25 September 2014). 
 
In early 2015, the news media began intentionally framing the government in a 
corrupt light, which in turn labelled the nuclear developments as unfeasible.  The 
South African Faith Communities Environment Institute (SAFCEI) requested access 
to information regarding the international framework agreement with Russia. 
However, the state declined, alleging that releasing the documentation would 
“jeopardize or compromise the delicate process that is still ongoing” (Business Day 
22 January 2015).  
 
The piqued news media took on a watchdog role and accused the state of irregularities 
and secrecy and pleaded for transparency. Headlines read “Alarming use of secrecy 
on nuclear” (Business Day 22 January 2015), “Transparency is key in energy sector 
procurements” (Mail & Guardian 2 February 2015), “Left in the dark over nuclear 
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deal with Russia” (Business Day 11 February 2015) and “Exposed: Scary details of 
SA’s secret Russian nuke deal” (Mail & Guardian 13 February 2015).  
The nuclear debate was no longer concentrated on nuclear energy itself. The Business 
Day and The Mail & Guardian specifically focussed exclusively on the South African 
government, President Jacob Zuma and any potential avenues for corruption.  
 
The Mining & Engineering Weekly, apparently shied away from the political debate 
and instead focussed on messages surrounding the “large-scale industrial activity” (20 
February 2015). The Sowetan had no voice in 2015, so The Mining & Engineering 
Weekly appeared to be the only positive voice in the news media.  
 
5.2.3 The Mail & Guardian 
 
Figure 6. Prioritized themes by The Mail & Guardian, 2011-2015. 
 
The Mail & Guardian expressed a well-rounded emphasis on themes. However, 
themes that were most prominent included Political Agenda, Distrust, Cost and Public 
Communication. Being a weekly publication, the lower volume of attention to the 
nuclear topic can be explained. With a focus on political analysis and investigative 
reporting, their role and function is clearly evident. The Mail & Guardian was the first 
to publish opinionated and well-researched news articles, not merely regurgitating 
state media or alternative news agency work. However, the use of emotive language, 
often in headlines, which do not reflect as heavily in the articles, may be interpreted 
as irresponsible behaviour and lends itself to commercial gains, rather than best public 
interest.  
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5.2.4 The Sowetan 
Figure 7. Prioritized themes by The Sowetan, 2011-2015. 
 
Themes most prioritized by The Sowetan were International Frameworks and Political 
Agenda; least prioritized were IRP 2010 and Readiness. The Sowetan, a daily 
newspaper, showed very little interest in the nuclear topic. With the largest circulation 
to the black middle class, it is unfortunate that they did not communicate more on the 
topic during this time period. Although claiming to omit the “boring bits” 
(SowetanLIVE 2015), perhaps nuclear energy and the development thereof is not of 
interest to their target audience. However, The Sowetan admits to focussing on 
celebrity news and gossip on their Facebook page, which they did, specifically 
surrounding government officials and politicians in the nuclear debate.  
 
5.2.5 The Mining & Engineering Weekly 
 
Figure 8. Prioritized themes by The Mining & Engineering Weekly, 2011-2015. 
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The Mining & Engineering Weekly prioritized Cost, Localization and Jobs, whilst 
Corruption and Distrust were least prioritized. Being a weekly, industry-specific 
magazine, it can be understood that the content of the magazine frames the nuclear 
topic, more specifically the industrialization and localization aspects. Coverage 
included the nuclear new build programme to a great extent, as well as products, 
policies and companies shaping the industry. Further topics covered include nuclear 
safety, legislative and environmental aspects. The Mining & Engineering Weekly has 
arguably fulfilled its role in communicating on these topics in a fair, comprehensive 
manner, whilst showing a strong pro-nuclear agenda.  
 
5.2.6 The Business Day 
 
Figure 9. Prioritized themes by The Business Day, 2011-2015. 
 
The Business Day focussed on themes of Political Agenda, Distrust, Cost and 
Transparency surrounding International Frameworks and Corruption. However, it 
almost ignored Localization, Jobs and Readiness, which business publications are 
interested in. Focussed on the South African economy and business sector, The 
Business Day’s preoccupation on the Cost of the nuclear project appears fair and the 
influential opinion section contained several popular pro-nuclear and anti-nuclear 
activists.  
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5.3 GOOD GOVERNANCE  
Good governance is measured against the intentions and performance of the state, 
throughout the sample period, in terms of developing its socio-economic agenda and 
thereby improving the public’s overall quality of life.  
 
5.3.1 Government Intentions 
 As a developmental state, it is the South African government’s intention to provide 
stable, safe and affordable electricity to all (Peters 2012). By doing so, an opportunity 
exists for regional development, localization and industry growth, thereby providing 
an opportunity to reduce unemployment and poverty.  
 
Indeed, the government has developed strategies and plans which aid in reaching the 
targets set out to overcome these issues. These include the UNDP, the NDP and the 
IRP 2010. In order to effectively reach these plans, various regulatory bodies and 
pertinent legislative frameworks were established, such as the NPC (National 
Planning Commission), the NNEECC (National Nuclear Energy Executive 
Coordination Committee), the INIR (Integrated Nuclear Infrastructure Review) and 
the IAEA(International Atomic Energy Agency), NERSA (National Energy Regulator 
South Africa) and EIA (Environmental Impact Assessments). Related policies were 
developed as well, such as the NEP (Nuclear Energy Policy) and the NNES (National 
Energy Efficiency Strategy).  
 
Through the establishment of such bodies, and through such rigorous pre-planning it 
was evident that the state had shown a determined commitment to developing nuclear 
all along.  
 
It appears the state’s intention to communicate all aspects of the new nuclear build 
programme effectively and transparently. “The government is committed to ensuring 
that the new nuclear build programme is undertaken in a fair, competitive and cost 
effective manner” (DoE 1 October 2014).  
 
After the miscommunication by government of the Rosatom framework agreement, 
the Department of Energy explained that “as we have indicated before, no information 
of relevance to the public will be withheld,” but at the same time, “we should 
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appreciate that these agreements contain propriety information, shared in confidence 
by each vendor country. It may therefore not be prudent to provide details of the 
content of the agreements before we have signed with all the vendor countries” (DoE 
1 October 2014).  
 
Also communicated by the government on various occasions were their international, 
legally binding, obligations on nuclear disarmament and nuclear non-proliferation. 
 
 5.3.2 Government Performance 
The state’s intentions appeared sound; however their reputation heralded the public 
distrust. The state communicated its intentions to the public and news media, 
however, could be criticized for avoiding addressing the themes which the news 
media and public thought important.  
 
Although unconfirmed at the time, relaying information on the state’s plan of action 
surrounding the cost and finance options and how they planned to go about raising the 
funds, or various finance options, and what the repercussions for the public would be, 
would have aided in curbing public concern.  
 
In hindsight, forewarning on the signing of the international framework agreements 
with Rosatom, and the implications thereof, might in fact have curbed public concern 
as well. This type of communication is imperative in order for the state to maintain 
political stability.  
 
Due to the negative public perception surrounding President Jacob Zuma, in terms of 
his capability, intentions and involvement in corruption, it is no surprise that the 
public and the news media jumped to conclusions when he spent an extended period 
of time in Russia, and no less, with President Vladimir Putin, who himself does not 
have the best reputation. Had his office communicated his itinerary to the public, 
perhaps the distrust would have been better controlled.  
 
5.4 SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY  
The media’s social responsibility is measured against their ability to bridge the vast 
knowledge gaps between the state and the public, in order to relay the meaning of 
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legislative frameworks, and to contextualize the nuclear debate in a meaningful and 
all-inclusive manner, whilst holding the state accountable to its governing 
responsibilities.  
 
5.4.1 The Environmental Debate 
It is the responsibility of the news media to relay messages from the state regarding its 
decision to include nuclear power in its energy mix, to debate both the positive and 
negative aspects of nuclear whilst comparing nuclear to alternative energy generation 
in a fair and well-researched manner.  
 
In 2011, 2012 and 2013 the media performed fairly well in relaying state messages to 
the public, debating and discussing issues surrounding environmental concerns and 
alternative renewable options such as solar, wind and hydro.  
 
However, with the pre-planning and planning phases of the nuclear new build 
programme in 2014 and 2015, the nuclear debate developed quickly from an 
environmental debate to that of an economic debate. Throughout the sample period, 
alternative solutions, such as solar energy generation, were suggested to the state by 
the news media and public views, arguing against expensive capital costs and 
supporting localization which solar projects would potentially bring.  
 
It appears that the news media sparked intelligent debate around the environmental 
aspects of nuclear energy generation. Specifically, The Business Day and The Mail & 
Guardian published several public letters with strong views on the matter. Little 
public engagement from The Mining & Engineering and The Sowetan audiences was 
evident.  
 
Further communication on the balanced and complementary need for both renewable 
and nuclear energy could have been articulated further in the news media publications 
as the state often explained why nuclear was chosen as a baseload source. This would 
have gone a long way in gaining public acceptance of the need for nuclear energy 
generation.  
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There was a healthy tension from both the state and news publications regarding the 
environmental debate in the national news coverage.  
 
5.4.2 The Economic Debate 
At the end of 2011, when The Mail & Guardian first warned the public of the cost of 
an infrastructure build such as the proposed new nuclear programme, the panic set in.  
The responsibility of the media in the economic debate was to provide a truthful, 
comprehensive, intelligent and contextualized account of the economic situation.  
 
The news media first reacted with alarmist views. Perhaps the large number of R1-
trillion was incomprehensible for the majority of the public. Contextualising the 
number proved difficult in the early stages as the economies of scale were not 
explained very well even though this was necessary to bridge the knowledge gap that 
exist between the state, the media and the public. 
 
In 2012, Minister of Energy, Ms Dipuo Peters, did well in explaining the concept in 
layman terms when addressing the NUM workers: “We should not be focussed on the 
capital costs, but overall or levelised costs per unit of energy generated. When we buy 
milk we do not ask how much the farm costs and how much the grass costs, we ask 
how much does a litre of milk cost. The big commercial farms cost a fortune, but they 
give us the cheapest milk. It is called economies of scale.”  
 
It would be insensitive to communicate the economies of scale in such layman terms 
to the educated readers of The Mail & Guardian or The Business Day, but 
euphemizing the financial speak to relatable terms would have been better understood 
by the public. The Mining & Engineering clearly expressed the views of CEO of 
Niasa (Nuclear Industry Association of South Africa), Ayanda Myoli, in conversation 
regarding costs: “Although nuclear was more capital intensive upfront, and, therefore, 
relatively more expensive to build, it is cheaper to operate over the life of the power 
plant mainly because nuclear fuel is cheap, and the life of nuclear plants is long” (25 
January 2013).  
 
In 2013 the news media, having done their research, began quoting economists and 
financial experts on the costs of the new build programme. Various numbers and 
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aspects were being explored by both the state and each publication (Mail & Guardian 
1 March 2013).   
 
In 2014, it was Rosatom who suggested various financing models it would offer to 
South Africa, should they choose them as the preferred vendor for the nuclear new 
build programme. The Business Day, The Mail & Guardian and The Mining & 
Engineering Weekly then relayed these solutions to the public.  
 
Further contextualization and understanding of the financing solutions would have 
provided clarity to the public, for example, how other nuclear countries have afforded 
their new build programmes.  It is necessary to explicate the financial jargon used as 
majority of the economic speak confounds even the educated middle-class.  
 
The state appeared uncertain on how they were to raise the capital to finance the new 
build programme, hence little was communicated regarding costs initially. However, 
the state relied on international knowledge and collaboration in order to clarify 
various options. The criticism imposed on the state by the news media created a 
healthy tension, which in turn exerted influence on the communication by the state 
and clarification was then given to the public.   
 
5.4.3. The Political Debate 
It is the news media’s responsibility to ensure that the government communicates its 
intentions transparently. However, it seemed that with the history of corruption in the 
South African government, the tender process was sure to be labelled as fraudulent. 
 
In 2014 and 2015, the sampled news media framed the nuclear debate as having a 
political agenda. The public and news media reflected little trust in the state and a 
strong theme of fear was expressed throughout the four publications. Fear surrounding 
the potential for corruption, the government’s capabilities in the tender process, the 
skills of the country’s public workforce in implementing and maintaining a project of 
such large-scale, were expressed.  
 
The news media aimed to hold the government accountable in view of the new build 
programme, but by being impatient, and harrying the state, the news media framed the 
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state negatively and in doing so, relayed the message to the public that the 
government is incapable of developing the nuclear infrastructure. The volume of 
exposure surrounding the international framework agreements and the uncertainty, 
speculation and publicity was rash, even though the media intentions were sound.  
 
The news media negatively framed the government as incompetent, whilst at the same 
time, priming the Department of Energy and President Jacob Zuma as being corrupt, 
and further affecting the public’s view of the government. This biased practice from 
the news media clearly highlighted the deep-set fears which form public perceptions.  
 
The news media practice should have noticed the one-sided argument and counter 
balanced this overflow of negative publicity with more positive publicity in 2015. 
This self-regulating journalistic practice would have resulted in the healthy tension of 
pro-government and anti-government debate. As an ongoing discussion, the 
development of the political agenda would be fascinating to follow. 
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6. CONCLUSION 
The various pressures experienced throughout the energy crisis have been strongly 
felt by the state, public, economic and industrial sectors in South Africa between 2011 
and 2015. The nuclear new build programme, as outlined in the IRP 2010, was 
proposed to alleviate the energy crisis and has been a well-represented topic in both 
the state and news media.  
 
Despite public fears and controversy expressed in the news media, the state’s support 
in proceeding with the nuclear new build programme became apparent and they 
committed to going ahead with the planning phases, which included the signing of the 
international framework agreements.   
 
The state communicated their development agenda and listed the various benefits that 
the nuclear new build programme would present to the public. The state’s pro-nuclear 
agenda was supported by The Mining & Engineering Weekly and The Sowetan, but 
was unsupported by The Mail & Guardian and The Business Day. The anti-nuclear 
debates were led by anti-cost and anti-government debates, but not specifically anti-
nuclear debates.  
 
In order to change the negative framing to positive framing, it would be necessary for 
the state to address the apparent public fears. By doing so, public acceptance would 
improve which is necessary in order to implement and maintain the nuclear build 
programme effectively. Themes which were framed as most salient by the news 
media included transparency on political agendas, cost and financing options as well 
as clarity on the international framework agreements.   
 
With regard to good governance, the state intended to effectively communicate the 
nuclear new build plan to the news media and public. However, by not addressing the 
themes which the news media thought most salient, the government appeared to have 
an alternative agenda.  
 
The news media adhered to their social responsibilities during the environmental 
56 
 
debates, however, during the economic and political debates, any uncertainty resulted 
in alarmist headlines which in turn directly influenced public opinion.  
 
6.1 Suggestions for Further Research 
Further research could include additional state media, such as the SABC, for the same 
period of study.  
Further research could be done for the period after 2015 to evaluate the conclusion of 
the nuclear procurement phase. The validity of the public fears would be interesting to 
track.  
Since SAPA closed its doors in 2015, further research into articles published by The 
Sowetan could be done.  
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8. APPENDICES  
8.1 List of State Publications 
 
No. DATE ANNOUNCEMENT SPEAKER TYPE 
2011     
1 16-Mar-11 Minister of energy visit Koeberg, satisfied with readiness 
for emergencies 
Dipuo Peters MoE Media 
Statement 
2 31-May-11 2nd Regional Conference on Energy and Nuclear Power 
in Africa 
Dipuo Peters MoE Speech 
3 20-Jun-11 IAEA Ministerial Conference on Nuclear Safety in 
Vienna, Austria 
Dipuo Peters MoE Media 
Statement 
4 01-Jul-11 Committee visits Koeberg Power Station and Darling 
Wind Farm 
Parliament Media 
Statement 
5 07-Oct-11 Responds to Mail & Guardian’s story: Battle for SA's 
one trillion nuclear contract 
DoE Media 
Statement 
6 29-Nov-11 Diversification of Energy Mix towards a low carbon 
economy 
Deputy MoE Barbara 
Thompson 
Speech 
2012     
1 26-Mar-12 Statement by Zuma at the Leader's Working Dinner 
hosted by Korea at Nuclear Security Summit 
Zuma Speech 
2 29-Mar-12 Role Clarification for State Owned Entities in Nuclear 
Build Programme 
DoE Media 
Statement 
3 23-Apr-12 NUM Nuclear Energy Workshop at Eskom Academy of 
Learning 
Dipuo Peters MoE Speech 
4 29-May-12 Nuclear Power's Future for Africa Conference Dipuo Peters MoE Speech 
5 17-Oct-12 IAEA Integrated Nuclear Infrastructure Review Pre-
Mission to SA 
DoE Media 
Statement 
2013     
1 04-Jul-13 Dr Tyobeka brings wealth of nuclear expertise to NNR Dipuo Peters MoE Media 
Statement 
2 26-Jul-13 Government dismisses Mail and guardian misleading 
comments on NNEECC 
Government Media 
Statement 
3 31-Jul-13 New Nuclear Build DoE Media 
Statement 
4 14-Aug-13 Nuclear Industry Association of SA Convention 2013 Hon MEC Jonas Speech 
5 14-Aug-13 Nuclear Power: An Essential component of our energy 
mix 
DGoE Neliswe 
Magubane 
Speech 
6 07-Oct-13 2013 Women in Nuclear Global Conference Zizamele Mbambo Speech 
2014     
1 20-Mar-14 Nuclear Africa Conference 2014 MoE Dikobe Ben 
Martins 
Speech 
2 23-Jun-14 New Age/SABC Breakfast MoE Tina Joemat-
Pettersson 
Speech 
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3 22-Sep-14 Russia and SA sign agreement on Strategic Partnership 
in Nuclear Energy 
Zizamele Mbambo Media 
Statement 
4 23-Sep-14 Highlight South Africa's Nuclear Achievements in 
Vienna, Austria 
MoE Tina Joemat-
Pettersson 
Speech 
5 01-Oct-14 South Africa's Nuclear New Build Programme Zizamele Mbambo Media 
Statement 
6 03-Oct-14 President Zuma works with Cabinet on Nuclear Matters Government Mac 
Maharaj 
Media 
Statement 
7 14-Oct-14 France and SA signed inter-governmental framework 
agreement on nuclear cooperation 
Zizamele Mbambo Media 
Statement 
8 18-Oct-14 SA starts pre-procurement vendor parade workshop Zizamele Mbambo Media 
Statement 
9 23-Oct-14 Outcome of the 1st Nuclear Vendor Parade Workshop Zizamele Mbambo Media 
Statement 
10 07-Nov-14 China and SA signed Inter-governmental framework on 
Nuclear Cooperation 
Zizamele Mbambo Media 
Statement 
11 26-Nov-14 Zuma visits South African Nuclear Energy Corporation Government Mac 
Maharaj 
Media 
Statement 
12 26-Nov-14 Gov concludes round two of the Nuclear vendor parade 
workshops 
Zizamele Mbambo Media 
Statement 
13 17-Dec-14 Gov on progress of Pre-procurement preparatory phase 
for new build programme 
Government Mac 
Maharaj 
Media 
Statement 
2015     
1 06-Feb-15 Eskom Update on Koeberg Unit 1 and weekend system 
outlook 
Eskom Media 
Statement 
2 12-Feb-15 SONA 2015 Zuma Speech 
3 22-Mar-15 SA Holds the Third nuclear vendor parade workshop Zizamele Mbambo Media 
Statement 
4 17-Apr-15 SA sends first 50 trainees to China for Nuclear Power 
Plant Operations training 
Zizamele Mbambo Media 
Statement 
5 19-May-15 2015/16 Policy & Budget Speech MoE Tina Joemat-
Pettersson 
Speech 
6 09-Jul-15 Rosatom and SA develop cooperation in the nuclear 
power industry 
DoE Media 
Statement 
7 14-Jul-15 Nuclear Procurement Process Update DoE Media 
Statement 
  TOTAL      36 
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8.2 List of The Mail & Guardian Articles 
No. DATE ANNOUNCEMENT AUTHOR LINK 
2011         
1 2011-05-19 SA needs to start nuclear bidding next year AGNIESZKA 
FLAK 
http://mg.co.za/article/2011-
05-19-sa-needs-to-start-
nuclear-bidding-next-year  
2 2011-05-30 Nuclear power 'a long-term method to address 
energy crisis' 
STAFF 
REPORTER 
http://mg.co.za/article/2011-
05-30-nuclear-power-a-
longterm-method-to-address-
energy-crisis  
3 2011-10-14 Nuclear power will cost the country dearly RIANNE 
TEULE 
http://mg.co.za/article/2011-
10-14-nuclear-power-will-
cost-the-country-dearly 
2012         
1 2012-03-23 South Africa's nightmare nuclear bill LIONEL 
FAULL 
http://mg.co.za/article/2012-
03-16-nukeonomics-101 
2 2012-04-20 Nuclear power will worsen the wealth gap STAFF 
REPORTER 
http://mg.co.za/article/2012-
04-20-nuclear-power-will-
worsen-the-wealth-gap  
3 2012-05-04 Atomic ambitions race the clock LYNLEY 
DONNELLY 
http://mg.co.za/article/2012-
05-04-atomic-ambitions-race-
the-clock 
4 2012-05-31 Nuclear power and fracking? Let's do it, says 
Peters 
SAPA http://mg.co.za/article/2012-
05-31-nuclear-power-and-
fracking-lets-do-it-says-sas-
energy-minister  
5 2012-11-23 'SA not fit for nuclear expansion' LYNLEY 
DONNELLY 
http://mg.co.za/article/2012-
11-23-00-sa-not-fit-for-
nuclear-expansion 
2013         
1 2013-03-01 No clear path to ambitious nuclear goal LYNLEY 
DONNELLY   
http://mg.co.za/article/2013-
03-01-00-no-clear-path-to-
ambitious-nuclear-goal 
2 2013-04-12 Should SA put its nuclear dreams aside for 
now? 
DIRK DE 
VOS 
http://mg.co.za/article/2013-
04-12-00-put-nuclear-dreams-
aside-for-now 
3 2013-04-26 Energy: Nuclear warning sparks meltdown LIONEL 
FAUL 
http://mg.co.za/article/2013-
04-26-00-nuclear-warning-
sparks-meltdown  
4 2013-09-26 Plans to finance SA nuclear programme due in 
March 
LYNLEY 
DONNELLY 
http://mg.co.za/article/2013-
09-26-plans-to-finance-sa-
nuclear-programme-due-in-
march  
2014         
1 2014-06-27 Nuclear urgency raises alarm LYNLEY 
DONNELL  
http://mg.co.za/article/2014-
06-26-nuclear-urgency-raises-
alarm 
2 2014-08-15 SA blinded by nuclear's dying light LIONEL 
FAULL 
http://mg.co.za/article/2014-
08-14-sa-blinded-by-nuclears-
dying-light 
3 2014-09-05 Letters to the editor: September 5 to 11 2014  LETTERS http://mg.co.za/article/2014-
09-05-00-letters-to-the-editor-
september-5-to-11-2014 
4 2014-09-23 SA, Russia nuclear agreement not a 'done deal' ANSIE 
VICENTE, 
SARAH 
WILD 
http://mg.co.za/article/2014-
09-23-sa-russia-nuclear-
agreement-not-a-done-deal 
5 2014-10-03 Nuke deal: Russians push charm button PHILLIP DE 
WET, 
QAANITAH 
HUNTER 
http://mg.co.za/article/2014-
10-02-nuke-deal-russians-
push-charm-button 
6 2014-10-13 Renewables, gas expected to be Africa's major 
energy sources 
LYNLEY 
DONNELLY 
http://mg.co.za/article/2014-
10-13-renewables-gas-
64 
 
expected-to-be-africas-major-
energy-sources  
7 2014-11-10 State powered up over nuclear, but not 
everyone buys it 
LYNLEY 
DONNELLY 
http://mg.co.za/article/2014-
11-10-state-powered-up-over-
nuclear-but-not-everyone-
buys-it 
8 2014-11-21 Nuclear fixation shafts renewables SIPHO 
KINGS 
http://mg.co.za/article/2014-
11-20-nuclear-fixation-shafts-
renewables 
2015         
1 2015-02-13 Exposed: Scary details of SA's secret Russian 
nuke deal 
LIONEL 
FAULL 
http://mg.co.za/article/2015-
02-12-exposed-scary-details-
of-secret-russian-nuke-deal 
2 2015-02-13 What the SA-Russia nuke agreement says – and 
means 
LIONEL 
FAULL, SAM 
SOLE, 
STEFAANS 
BRÜMMER 
http://mg.co.za/article/2015-
02-12-what-the-sa-russia-
nuke-agreement-says-and-
means  
3 2015-03-06 Jobs for pals at state nuclear firm LIONEL 
FAULL  
http://mg.co.za/article/2015-
03-05-nuclear-frisson-over-
jobs-for-mates  
4 2015-02-20 Top secret' nuclear plan ducks scrutiny  LIONEL 
FAULL, SAM 
SOLE & 
STEFAANS 
BRÜMMER 
http://mg.co.za/article/2015-
02-19-top-secret-nuclear-
plan-ducks-scrutiny 
5 2015-02-27 Energy minister shields 'key Zuma nuclear ally' LIONEL 
FAULL 
http://mg.co.za/article/2015-
02-27-energy-minister-
shields-key-zuma-nuclear-ally 
6 2015-05-19 Nuclear build to start this year Phillip de Wet http://mg.co.za/article/2015-
05-19-nuclear-build-to-start-
this-year  
7 2015-02-02 Transparency is key in energy sector 
procurements 
SARAH 
WILD  
http://mg.co.za/article/2015-
02-02-transperancy-is-key-in-
energy-sector-procurements 
8 2015-02-20 SA's nuclear deal with Russia is far from done Lisa Steyn http://mg.co.za/article/2015-
02-19-sas-nuclear-deal-with-
russia-is-far-from-done 
9 2015-02-13 Letters to the editor: February 13 to 19 2015 Letter http://mg.co.za/article/2015-
02-13-letters-to-the-editor-
february-13-to-19-2015/ 
  TOTAL  29 
 
 
8.3 List of The Sowetan Articles 
No. DATE ANNOUNCEMENT AUTHOR LINK 
2011         
 Mar 25 Solar energy is good alternative 
to nuclear - Prof 
Chivimbiso 
Gava  
http://www.sowetanlive.co.za/news/2011/03/25/solar-
energy-is-good-alternative-to-nuclear---prof 
 Sep 15 South Africa wants to build new 
nuclear plants 
Reuters http://www.sowetanlive.co.za/news/2011/09/15/south-
africa-wants-to-build-new-nuclear-plants 
 Oct 19  South Africa's R1 trillion nuclear 
bid 
Camila 
Reed 
http://www.sowetanlive.co.za/news/business-
news/2011/10/19/south-africa-s-r1-trillion-nuclear-bid 
 Nov 29 Peters questioned about nuclear 
stations 
Anna 
Majavu  
http://www.sowetanlive.co.za/news/2011/11/29/peters-
questioned-about-nuclear-stations 
2013         
 Jun 24  Obama visit is important: Zuma Sapa http://www.sowetanlive.co.za/news/2013/06/24/obama-
visit-is-important-zuma  
65 
 
 Jun 25 SA can be a fast growing 
economy: Motlanthe 
Sapa http://www.sowetanlive.co.za/news/business-
news/2013/06/25/sa-can-be-a-fast-growing-economy-
motlanthe 
 Jul 01  Minister Nkoana-Mashabane to 
attend IAEA conference in 
Vienna 
Sapa http://www.sowetanlive.co.za/news/business-
news/2013/07/01/minister-nkoana-mashabane-to-attend-
iaea-conference-in-vienna 
 Oct 14 Conflicts, energy top agenda as 
Hollande visits SA 
Sapa http://www.sowetanlive.co.za/news/2013/10/14/conflicts-
energy-top-agenda-as-hollande-visits-sa  
2014         
 Mar 27 SA exercise right to nuclear 
research 
SAPA http://www.sowetanlive.co.za/news/2014/03/27/sa-
exercise-right-to-nuclear-research  
 Jun 17 Change needs drastic 
intervention: Zuma 
SAPA http://www.sowetanlive.co.za/news/2014/06/17/change-
needs-drastic-intervention-zuma 
 Jul 25, Banks must help in nuclear bid: 
Ramaphosa 
SAPA http://www.sowetanlive.co.za/business/business-
stories/2014/07/25/banks-must-help-in-nuclear-bid-
ramaphosa 
 Sep 03 Nothing irregular about nuclear 
deal: Matjila 
SAPA Http://www.sowetanlive.co.za/news/2014/09/03/nothing-
irregular-about-nuclear-deal-matjila 
 Sep 22 Joemat-Pettersson arrives in 
Austria 
SAPA http://www.sowetanlive.co.za/news/2014/09/22/joemat-
pettersson-arrives-in-austria 
 Sep 22 South Africa and Russia in a 
multi-billion nuclear reactor deal 
SAPA http://www.sowetanlive.co.za/business/2014/09/22/south-
africa-and-russia-in-a-multi-billion-nuclear-reactor-deal  
 Sep 29  'They're' out to get us: ANC SAPA http://www.sowetanlive.co.za/news/2014/09/29/they-re-
out-to-get-us-anc 
 Sep 29  Zuma is 'up to no good' on 
nuclear deal: Zille 
SAPA http://www.sowetanlive.co.za/news/2014/09/29/zuma-is-
up-to-no-good-on-nuclear-deal-zille 
 Oct 01  No nuclear power plant 
agreement with Russia: Govt 
SAPA http://www.sowetanlive.co.za/news/2014/10/01/no-
nuclear-power-plant-agreement-with-russia-govt  
 Oct 02  Energy department must be 
transparent about nuclear plans 
SAPA http://www.sowetanlive.co.za/news/2014/10/02/energy-
department-must-be-transparent-about-nuclear-plans 
 Oct 09  Joemat-Pettersson must explain 
Russia deal: DA 
SAPA http://www.sowetanlive.co.za/news/2014/10/09/joemat-
pettersson-must-explain-russia-deal-da 
 Oct 14  Done deal: R1trillion nuclear 
agreement signed off 
SAPA http://www.sowetanlive.co.za/news/2014/10/14/done-
deal-r1trillion-nuclear-agreement-signed-off 
 Oct 24  More nuclear meetings to be 
held 
SAPA http://www.sowetanlive.co.za/news/2014/10/24/more-
nuclear-meetings-to-be-held 
 Nov 07  China and SA enter into energy 
deal 
SAPA http://www.sowetanlive.co.za/news/2014/11/07/china-
and-sa-enter-into-energy-deal 
 Dec 09  Budget will reveal Russia visits 
cost 
SAPA http://www.sowetanlive.co.za/news/2014/12/09/budget-
will-reveal-russia-visits-cost  
 Dec 18  SA to start nuke procurement 
process 
SAPA http://www.sowetanlive.co.za/news/2014/12/18/sa-to-
start-nuke-procurement-process 
 Dec 19  SA to reach UN millennium 
target 
SAPA http://www.sowetanlive.co.za/news/2014/12/19/sa-to-
reach-un-millennium-target  
  TOTAL  25 
 
 
8.4 List of The Mining & Engineering Weekly Articles  
No. DATE ANNOUNCEMENT AUTHOR LINK 
2011         
1 MAY 13, 
2011 
Need for more nuclear 
despite Fukushima 
Staff http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/need-for-
more-nuclear-despite-fukushima-2011-04-
26/searchString:Nuclear+energy+2011  
2 MAY 16, 
2011 
Company Announcement: 
Energy Indaba 2011:  
Fukushima Changes Nuclear 
Debate, But Is South Africa 
Listening? 
Staff http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/company-
announcement-energy-indaba-2011-fukushima-changes-
nuclear-debate-but-is-south-africa-listening-2011-05-
16/searchString:Nuclear+energy+2011  
3 MAY 26, 
2011 
SA still going nuclear, but 
moving with renewed caution 
JEAN 
MCKENZIE 
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/sa-still-going-
nuclear-but-moving-with-renewed-caution-2011-05-
26/searchString:Nuclear+energy+2011 
66 
 
4 JUL 15, 
2011 
So far, Fukushima crisis 
having little impact on global 
nuclear plans – EdF official 
KEITH 
CAMPBELL 
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/japans-
fukushima-nuclear-crisis-so-far-having-little-impact-on-
global-nuclear-energy-plans-2011-07-
15/searchString:Nuclear+energy+2011  
5 JUL 22, 
2011 
Nuclear energy should be 
SA’s last option 
Ferrial Adam http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/nuclear-
energy-should-be-sas-last-option-2011-07-
22/searchString:Nuclear+energy+2011 
6 OCT 14, 
2011 
Department drives job 
creation through artisan 
training programme 
TRACY 
HANCOCK 
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/department-
drives-job-creation-through-artisan-training-programme-
2011-10-07/searchString:Nuclear+energy+2011  
2012         
1 FEB 21, 
2012 
SA to make nuclear decision 
soon, Peters reveals 
TERENCE 
CREAMER 
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/sa-to-make-
nuclear-decision-soon-peters-reveals-2012-02-
21/searchString:Nuclear+energy+2012  
2 FEB 22, 
2012 
Nuclear features in State’s 
R3.2tr project pipeline 
TERENCE 
CREAMER 
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/nuclear-
features-in-states-r32bn-project-pipeline-2012-02-
22/searchString:Nuclear+energy+2012  
3 FEB 27, 
2012 
SA won’t stipulate where 
nuclear solution is sourced – 
Peters 
TERENCE 
CREAMER 
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/sa-wont-
stipulate-where-nuclear-solution-is-sourced-peters-
2012-02-27/searchString:Nuclear+energy+2012  
4 MAR 27, 
2012 
Government commitment, 
public support key for nuclear 
sector 
KEITH 
CAMPBELL 
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/government-
commitment-public-support-key-for-nuclear-sector-
2012-03-27/searchString:Nuclear+energy+2012  
5 MAR 29, 
2012 
SA to finalise nuclear 
infrastructure review by May 
TERENCE 
CREAMER 
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/sa-to-finalise-
nuclear-infrastructure-review-by-may-2012-03-
29/searchString:Nuclear+energy+2012 
6 APR 11, 
2012 
Enviro study for initial 
nuclear site to be finalised by 
year-end 
TERENCE 
CREAMER 
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/enviro-study-
for-initial-nuclear-site-to-be-finalised-by-year-end-
2012-04-11/searchString:Nuclear+energy+2012  
6 APR 20, 
2012 
Nuclear power inevitable part 
of South Africa’s energy 
future? 
Staff http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/company-
announcement-nuclear-power-inevitable-part-of-south-
africas-energy-future-2012-04-
20/searchString:Nuclear+energy+2012  
7 JUN 05, 
2012 
Russian, South African 
nuclear companies strengthen 
cooperation 
KEITH 
CAMPBELL 
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/russian-south-
african-nuclear-companies-strengthen-cooperation-
2012-06-05/searchString:Nuclear+energy+2012  
8 JUN 11, 
2012 
DoE preparing nuclear skills 
strategy as Necsa 
retrenchments loom 
NATASHA 
ODENDAAL 
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/doe-
preparing-nuclear-skills-strategy-as-necsa-
retrenchments-loom-2012-06-
11/searchString:Nuclear+energy+2012  
9 JUN 14, 
2012 
Eskom holds back on nuclear 
as it awaits clarity on role 
TERENCE 
CREAMER 
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/eskom-holds-
back-on-nuclear-as-it-awaits-clarity-on-role-2012-06-
14/searchString:Nuclear+energy+2012  
10 JUN 15, 
2012 
Russian and South African 
nuclear companies strengthen 
ties 
KEITH 
CAMPBELL 
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/russian-and-
south-african-nuclear-companies-strengthen-
cooperation-2012-06-
15/searchString:Nuclear+energy+2012  
11 AUG 06, 
2012 
Motlanthe-led nuclear 
committee meets 
TERENCE 
CREAMER 
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/motlanthe-
led-nuclear-committee-meets-2012-08-
06/searchString:Nuclear+energy+2012  
2013         
1 JAN 11, 
2013 
EIUG head calls for rethink 
on SA’s nuclear plan 
TERENCE 
CREAMER 
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/eiug-head-
calls-for-rethink-on-sas-nuclear-plan-2013-01-
11/searchString:Nuclear+energy+2013 
2 JAN 25, 
2013 
Debate about nuclear power 
to heat up at 2013 Nuclear 
Forum 
Staff http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/debate-about-
nuclear-power-to-heat-up-at-2013-nuclear-forum-2013-
01-25/searchString:Nuclear+energy+2013  
3 FEB 08, 
2013 
Govt to focus on gas and 
nuclear development in SA – 
Norton Rose 
SAMANTHA 
MOOLMAN 
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/still-room-for-
gas-and-nuclear-development-in-sa-norton-rose-2013-
02-08/searchString:Nuclear+energy+2013  
4 FEB 19, 
2013 
Nuclear, shale gas should be 
part of SA’s future power mix 
– Peters 
TERENCE 
CREAMER 
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/nuclear-shale-
gas-should-be-part-of-sas-future-power-mix-peters-
2013-02-19/searchString:Nuclear+energy+2013  
67 
 
5 MAR 01, 
2013 
SA boasts high competence 
levels in the nuclear field 
KELVIN KEMM http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/sa-boasts-
high-competence-levels-in-the-nuclear-field-2013-03-
01/searchString:Nuclear+energy+2013  
6 MAR 18, 
2013 
Necsa head sees new nuclear 
build benefits for SA 
KEITH 
CAMPBELL 
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/necsa-head-
sees-new-nuclear-build-benefits-for-sa-2013-03-
18/searchString:Nuclear+energy+2013  
7 MAR 18, 
2013 
Motlanthe affirms SA will 
continue to develop nuclear 
energy 
KEITH 
CAMPBELL 
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/deputy-
president-affirms-sa-will-continue-to-develop-nuclear-
energy-2013-03-18/searchString:Nuclear+energy+2013  
8 MAR 18, 
2013 
Peters affirms political will 
for nuclear energy in SA 
KEITH 
CAMPBELL 
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/peters-
affirms-political-will-for-nuclear-energy-in-sa-2013-03-
18/searchString:Nuclear+energy+2013  
9 MAR 26, 
2013 
Nuclear not the solution for 
SA – faith leaders 
NATASHA 
ODENDAAL 
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/nuclear-not-
the-solution-for-sa-faith-leaders-2013-03-
26/searchString:Nuclear+energy+2013  
10 APR 05, 
2013 
SA looks nearly set to start 
new nuclear power station 
build programme 
KEITH 
CAMPBELL 
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/sa-looks-
nearly-set-to-start-new-nuclear-power-station-build-
programme-2013-04-
05/searchString:Nuclear+energy+2013  
11 APR 05, 
2013 
Nuclear Africa 2013 a 
resounding success 
KELVIN KEMM http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/nuclear-
africa-2013-a-resounding-success-2013-04-
05/searchString:Nuclear+energy+2013  
12 APR 12, 
2013 
Solar and wind great for ‘off-
grid’ power, nuclear best for 
‘baseload’ 
KEITH 
CAMPBELL 
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/solar-and-
wind-great-for-off-grid-power-nuclear-best-for-
baseload-2013-04-
12/searchString:Nuclear+energy+2013  
13 MAY 03, 
2013 
DA statement on nuclear 
energy way off the mark 
KELVIN KEMM http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/da-statement-
on-nuclear-energy-way-off-the-mark-2013-05-
03/searchString:Nuclear+energy+2013 
14 MAY 24, 
2013 
Chinese companies unveil 
their nuclear energy offers to 
South Africa 
KEITH 
CAMPBELL 
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/chinese-
companies-unveil-their-nuclear-energy-offers-to-sa-
2013-05-24/searchString:Nuclear+energy+2013  
15 JUN 27, 
2013 
Nuclear power development 
in SA will boost job creation 
IDÉLE 
ESTERHUIZEN 
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/nuclear-
power-development-in-sa-will-boost-job-creation-2013-
06-27/searchString:Nuclear+energy+2013  
16 AUG 09, 
2013 
SA must embrace nuclear 
energy for a sustainable 
future 
Rajen Rachhoojee http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/nuclear-sas-
only-answer-for-affordable-sustainable-power-2013-08-
09/searchString:Nuclear+energy+2013  
17 AUG 15, 
2013 
Eskom might not be sole 
future nuclear plant owner, as 
lessons from Medupi are 
absorbed 
KEITH 
CAMPBELL 
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/eskom-might-
not-be-sole-future-nuclear-plant-owner-as-lessons-from-
medupi-are-absorbed-2013-08-
15/searchString:Nuclear+energy+2013 
18 AUG 15, 
2013 
SA 'committed to nuclear' – 
Energy Department DG 
KEITH 
CAMPBELL 
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/sa-committed-
to-nuclear-states-energy-department-dg-2013-08-
15/searchString:Nuclear+energy+2013  
19 AUG 15, 
2013 
New SA nuclear build could 
create many jobs, billions in 
revenues, says Russian group 
KEITH 
CAMPBELL 
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/new-sa-
nuclear-build-could-create-many-jobs-and-billions-in-
revenues-says-russian-group-2013-08-
15/searchString:Nuclear+energy+2013  
20 AUG 23, 
2013 
SA nuclear agency 
developing new research 
reactor programme 
Staff http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/sa-nuclear-
agency-developing-new-research-reactor-programme-
2013-08-23/searchString:Nuclear+energy+2013  
21 SEP 06, 
2013 
Necsa seeks to strengthen 
local industry, both nuclear 
and non-nuclear 
KEITH 
CAMPBELL 
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/necsa-seeks-
to-strengthen-local-industry-both-nuclear-and-non-
nuclear-2013-08-28/searchString:Nuclear+energy+2013  
2014         
1 JAN 30, 
2014 
Is Africa ready to grow a 
nuclear power market? 
Staff http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/is-africa-
ready-to-grow-a-nuclear-power-market-2014-01-
30/searchString:Nuclear+energy+2013 
2 MAR 19, 
2014 
Rosatom represented 
perspectives of cooperation 
with South Africa in nuclear 
energy 
Staff http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/rosatom-
represented-perspectives-of-cooperation-with-south-
africa-in-nuclear-energy-2014-03-
19/searchString:Nuclear+energy+2013  
68 
 
3 MAR 26, 
2014 
New nuclear training centre 
to boost skills 
NATASHA 
ODENDAAL 
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/new-nuclear-
training-centre-to-boost-skills-2014-03-
26/searchString:Nuclear+energy+2013  
4 APR 03, 
2014 
HRDC pledges commitment 
to SMMEs, nuclear skills 
emphasised 
LEANDI 
KOLVER 
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/hrdc-pledges-
commitment-to-supporting-smmes-nuclear-skills-
emphasised-2014-04-
03/searchString:Nuclear+energy+2013  
5 APR 11, 
2014 
SA still committed to new 
nuclear build, but much 
remains unclear 
KEITH 
CAMPBELL 
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/sa-still-
committed-to-new-nuclear-build-but-much-remains-
unclear-2014-04-09/searchString:Nuclear+energy+2013  
6 APR 15, 
2014 
Is a new nuclear programme 
for SA affordable? 
KEITH 
CAMPBELL 
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/is-a-new-
nuclear-programme-for-sa-affordable-2014-04-
15/searchString:Nuclear+energy+2013  
7 MAY 02, 
2014 
New nuclear build dependent 
on future electricity demand, 
financing 
KEITH 
CAMPBELL 
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/new-
construction-in-sa-dependent-on-future-electricity-
demand-and-financing-2014-05-
02/searchString:Nuclear+energy 
8 MAY 30, 
2014 
Four reasons why nuclear is 
dead beat 
SALIEM FAKIR http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/four-reasons-
why-nuclear-is-dead-beat-2014-05-
30/searchString:Nuclear+energy 
9 JUN 18, 
2014 
Necsa welcomes Zuma's 
nuclear energy 
pronouncements 
SAPA http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/necsa-
welcomes-zumas-nuclear-energy-pronouncements-
2014-06-18/searchString:Nuclear+energy 
10 JUN 19, 
2014 
NUM calls on govt to review 
its ‘pro-nuclear’ stance 
NATASHA 
ODENDAAL 
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/num-calls-on-
govt-to-review-its-pro-nuclear-stance-2014-06-
19/searchString:Nuclear+energy 
11 JUN 20, 
2014 
Nuclear Is Safest, Cleanest, 
Cheapest 
Letter http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/nuclear-is-
safest-cleanest-cheapest-2014-06-
09/searchString:Nuclear+energy 
12 JUN 24, 
2014 
Gas/nuclear could replace 
coal for SA’s electricity 
generation 
Staff http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/gasnuclear-
could-replace-coal-for-sas-electricity-generation-2014-
06-24/searchString:Nuclear+energy 
13 JUN 27, 
2014 
Preliminary work for new 
builds conducted 
MIA 
BREYTENBACH 
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/preliminary-
work-for-new-builds-conducted-2014-06-
27/searchString:Nuclear+energy 
14 JUL 04, 
2014 
Rosatom promises to work 
with SA firms if selected as 
nuclear partner 
MARTIN 
ZHUWAKINYU 
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/rosam-2014-
07-04/searchString:Nuclear+energy 
15 JUL 11, 
2014 
Nuclear is good by itself, 
doesn’t need CO2 reduction 
prop 
KELVIN KEMM http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/nuclear-is-
good-by-itself-doesnt-need-co2-reduction-prop-2014-
07-11-1/searchString:Nuclear+energy 
16 JUL 21, 
2014 
Joemat-Pettersson reaffirms 
plan to expand role of gas, 
nuclear in SA mix 
TERENCE 
CREAMER 
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/joemat-
pettersson-reaffirms-plan-to-expand-role-of-gas-nuclear-
in-sa-mix-2014-07-21/searchString:Nuclear+energy 
17 JUL 24, 
2014 
Banks must help in nuclear 
bid – Ramaphosa 
SAPA http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/banks-must-
help-in-nuclear-bid-ramaphosa-2014-07-
24/searchString:Nuclear+energy 
18 AUG 06, 
2014 
Clarity required on drivers of 
South Africa’s nuclear policy 
Tom Harris http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/nuclear-
conundrum-clashes-with-the-irp-clarity-required-on-
drivers-of-policy-decision-2014-08-
06/searchString:Nuclear+energy 
19 AUG 08, 
2014 
SA has the opportunity to be 
a nuclear supplier to the 
world 
KELVIN KEMM http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/sa-has-the-
opportunity-to-be-a-nuclear-supplier-to-the-world-2014-
08-08/searchString:Nuclear+energy 
20 AUG 22, 
2014 
Clarity needed on why strong 
focus is being placed on 
nuclear 
Tom Harris http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/clarity-
needed-on-why-strong-focus-is-being-placed-on-
nuclear-2014-08-22/searchString:Nuclear+energy  
21 SEP 25, 
2014 
SA's nuclear future under the 
spotlight following Rosatom 
announcement 
CREAMER 
MEDIA 
REPORTER 
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/sas-nuclear-
future-under-the-spotlight-following-rosatom-
announcement-2014-09-
25/searchString:Nuclear+energy 
22 SEP 25, 
2014 
NNR concludes strategic 
nuclear safety bilateral 
cooperation agreements 
LEANDI 
KOLVER 
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/nnr-
concludes-strategic-nuclear-safety-bilateral-cooperation-
agreements-2014-09-25/searchString:Nuclear+energy 
69 
 
23 SEP 29, 
2014 
DoE defends Russia nuclear 
cooperation deal 
NATASHA 
ODENDAAL 
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/doe-defends-
russia-nuclear-cooperation-deal-2014-09-
29/searchString:Nuclear+energy 
24 OCT 01, 
2014 
No deal to procure Russian 
nuclear reactors, DoE assures 
TERENCE 
CREAMER 
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/no-deal-to-
procure-russian-nuclear-reactors-doe-assures-2014-10-
01/searchString:Nuclear+energy 
25 OCT 03, 
2014 
Rosatom ready to participate 
in ‘open’ nuclear bidding 
process 
TERENCE 
CREAMER 
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/rosatom-
ready-to-participate-in-open-nuclear-bidding-process-
2014-10-03/searchString:Nuclear+energy 
26 OCT 03, 
2014 
Nuclear power would be 
cheap power, says Russian 
group 
KEITH 
CAMPBELL 
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/nuclear-
power-would-be-cheap-power-says-russian-group-2014-
10-03/searchString:Nuclear+energy 
27 OCT 03, 
2014 
Nuclear energy should 
contribute half of new power 
generation by 2025 
Staff http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/nuclear-
energy-should-contribute-half-of-new-power-
generation-by-2025-2014-10-
03/searchString:Nuclear+energy 
28 OCT 03, 
2014 
Nuclear industry remains 
dormant 
JONATHAN 
RODIN 
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/nuclear-
industry-remains-dormant-2014-10-
03/searchString:Nuclear+energy 
29 OCT 03, 
2014 
Clarity required on drivers of 
policy decision 
Staff http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/clarity-
required-on-drivers-of-policy-decision-2014-10-
03/searchString:Nuclear+energy 
30 OCT 10, 
2014 
Zuma gives go-ahead for 
France nuclear cooperation 
deal 
NATALIE 
GREVE 
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/zuma-gives-
go-ahead-for-france-nuclear-cooperation-deal-2014-10-
10/searchString:Nuclear+energy 
31 OCT 10, 
2014 
The nuclear press release that 
produced a roller coaster 
KELVIN KEMM http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/the-nuclear-
press-release-that-produced-a-roller-coaster-2014-10-
10/searchString:Nuclear+energy 
32 OCT 14, 
2014 
SA says nuclear agreement 
with France part of 
‘preparatory phase’ 
TERENCE 
CREAMER 
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/sa-says-
nuclear-agreement-with-france-part-of-preparatory-
phase-2014-10-14/searchString:Nuclear+energy  
33 OCT 17, 
2014 
Russian group affirms nuclear 
power would be cheap power 
KEITH 
CAMPBELL 
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/russian-group-
affirms-nuclear-power-would-be-cheap-power-2014-10-
17/searchString:Nuclear+energy 
34 OCT 17, 
2014 
Rosatom ready to participate 
in ‘open’ nuclear bidding 
process 
TERENCE 
CREAMER 
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/rosatom-
ready-to-participate-in-open-nuclear-bidding-process-
2014-10-17/searchString:Nuclear+energy 
35 OCT 20, 
2014 
Nuclear vendor countries vie 
for S African contract 
NATALIE 
GREVE 
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/nuclear-
vendor-countries-vie-for-s-african-contract-2014-10-
20/searchString:Nuclear+energy 
36 OCT 20, 
2014 
Necsa Welcomes 
Government’s Positive 
Action On Nuclear Build 
Staff http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/necsa-
welcomes-governments-positive-action-on-nuclear-
build-2014-10-20/searchString:Nuclear+energy  
37 OCT 24, 
2014 
Russia kicks off South 
Africa’s ‘nuclear vendor 
parade’ 
TERENCE 
CREAMER 
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/russia-kicks-
off-south-africas-nuclear-vendor-parade-2014-10-
24/searchString:Nuclear+energy 
38 OCT 31, 
2014 
Rosatom says funding, 
partnership model discussed 
at meeting with DoE 
TERENCE 
CREAMER 
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/rosatom-says-
funding-partnership-model-discussed-at-meeting-with-
doe-2014-10-31/searchString:Nuclear+energy  
39 NOV 03, 
2014 
Establishment of nuclear 
network for local researchers, 
agencies being debated 
KEITH 
CAMPBELL 
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/establishment-
of-nuclear-network-for-local-researchers-agencies-
being-debated-2014-11-03/searchString:Nuclear+energy 
40 NOV 07, 
2014 
SA signs nuclear agreement 
with China, gears up for 
workshop with French 
TERENCE 
CREAMER 
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/sa-signs-
nuclear-agreement-with-china-gears-up-for-workshop-
with-french-2014-11-07/searchString:Nuclear+energy 
41 NOV 14, 
2014 
South Africa moves ahead 
with yet more nuclear vendor 
workshops 
TERENCE 
CREAMER 
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/south-africa-
moves-ahead-with-yet-more-nuclear-vendor-workshops-
2014-11-14/searchString:Nuclear+energy 
42 NOV 14, 
2014 
IAEA supports idea of a 
nuclear-sector network in 
South Africa 
KEITH 
CAMPBELL 
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/iaea-supports-
idea-of-a-nuclear-sector-network-in-south-africa-2014-
11-14/searchString:Nuclear+energy 
43 NOV 14, 
2014 
SA researchers, agencies 
mulling national nuclear 
network 
KEITH 
CAMPBELL 
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/sa-
researchers-and-agencies-looking-at-national-nuclear-
network-2014-11-14/searchString:Nuclear+energy  
70 
 
44 NOV 26, 
2014 
SA meets more nuclear 
vendors amid ‘costly 
diversion’ criticism 
TERENCE 
CREAMER 
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/sa-meets-
more-nuclear-vendors-amid-costly-diversion-criticism-
2014-11-26/searchString:Nuclear+energy 
45 NOV 28, 
2014 
Growth, but no renaissance TERENCE 
CREAMER 
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/growth-but-
no-renaissance-2014-11-
28/searchString:Nuclear+energy 
46 DEC 04, 
2014 
Rosatom says State loan an 
option for funding SA nuclear 
plants 
TERENCE 
CREAMER 
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/rosatom-says-
state-loan-an-option-for-funding-sa-nuclear-plants-
2014-12-04/searchString:Nuclear+energy 
47 DEC 12, 
2014 
Ill-informed antinuclear 
stance 
KELVIN KEMM http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/ill-informed-
antinuclear-stance-2014-12-
12/searchString:Nuclear+energy 
48 DEC 12, 
2014 
Government gears for nuclear 
energy 
PIMANI 
BALOYI 
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/government-
gears-for-nuclear-energy-2014-12-
12/searchString:Nuclear+energy 
49 12 
December 
2014 
Cost of nuclear-generated 
electricity the most 
predictable 
Staff http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/cost-of-
nuclear-generated-electricity-the-most-predictable-2014-
12-12/searchString:Nuclear+energy 
2015         
1 JAN 30, 
2015 
We need rational debate on 
nuclear 
KELVIN KEMM http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/we-need-
rational-debate-on-neclear-2015-01-
30/searchString:Nuclear+energy 
2 FEB 20, 
2015 
Nuclear build will support 
large-scale industrial activity 
SCHALK 
BURGER 
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/nuclear-build-
programme-will-boost-and-require-reindustrialisation-
2015-02-20/searchString:Nuclear+energy 
3 FEB 23, 
2015 
Task team to investigate 
Necsa, NRWDI allegations 
Staff http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/task-team-to-
investigate-necsa-nrwdi-allegations-2015-02-
23/searchString:Nuclear+energy 
4 MAR 02, 
2015 
Uncertainty and 
misperceptions drive up 
nuclear costs 
KEITH 
CAMPBELL 
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/uncertainty-
and-misperceptions-drive-up-nuclear-costs-2015-03-
02/searchString:Nuclear+energy 
5 MAR 03, 
2015 
Solidarity criticises Necsa 
restructuring process 
MEGAN VAN 
WYNGAARDT 
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/solidarity-
critcises-necsa-restructuring-process-2015-03-
03/searchString:Nuclear+energy 
6 MAR 05, 
2015 
New waste disposal system 
developed by Necsa 
CREAMER 
MEDIA 
REPORTER 
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/we-report-on-
a-new-waste-disposal-system-developed-by-necsa-2015-
03-05/searchString:Nuclear+energy 
7 MAR 06, 
2015 
SA preparing to submit EIAs 
for new nuclear power 
stations 
SASHNEE 
MOODLEY 
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/sa-preparing-
to-submit-eias-for-new-nuclear-power-stations-2015-03-
06/searchString:Nuclear+energy 
8 MAR 13, 
2015 
Global nuclear industry faces 
similar challenges, including 
cost drivers 
KEITH 
CAMPBELL 
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/global-
nuclear-industry-faces-similar-challenges-including-
cost-drivers-2015-03-13/searchString:Nuclear+energy 
  TOTAL  96 
 
8.5 List of The Business Day Articles  
No. DATE ANNOUNCEMENT AUTHOR LINK 
2011         
1 08 August 
2012 
Nuclear build 'needs 
tougher regulator' 
Sarah Wild http://www.bdlive.co.za/articles/2012/06/15/nuclear-build-
needs-tougher-regulator 
2 31 October 
2012 
Call for Parliament to 
delay nuclear 
allocation 
LINDA ENSOR http://www.bdlive.co.za/business/energy/2012/10/31/call-for-
parliament-to-delay-nuclear-allocation 
3  07 November 
2012 
Nuclear regulator 
CEO’s resignation 
‘will not affect plan’ 
Sarah Wild http://www.bdlive.co.za/business/energy/2012/11/07/nuclear-
regulator-ceos-resignation-will-not-affect-plan  
2013         
1 12 February 
2013 
Russia looks to 
bolster ties with SA 
RAMONA 
FARRELL 
http://www.bdlive.co.za/business/trade/2013/02/12/russia-looks-
to-bolster-ties-with-sa 
71 
 
2 19 March 
2013 
Motlanthe backs 
nuclear power plants 
as expert wavers 
SAMUEL 
MUNGADZ 
http://www.bdlive.co.za/business/energy/2013/03/19/motlanthe-
backs-nuclear-power-plants-as-expert-wavers  
3 26 March 
2013 
Russian nuclear firm 
Rosatom sets up shop 
in SA 
ALISTAIR 
ANDERSON 
http://www.bdlive.co.za/business/energy/2013/03/26/russian-
nuclear-firm-rosatom-sets-up-shop-in-sa 
4 14 May 2013 Peters sings praises 
of nuclear energy 
PAUL 
VECCHIATTO 
http://www.bdlive.co.za/business/energy/2013/05/14/peters-
sings-praises-of-nuclear-energy  
5 04 July 2013 LETTER: Nuclear is 
cheaper 
Letter http://www.bdlive.co.za/opinion/letters/2013/07/04/letter-
nuclear-is-cheaper 
6 29 October 
2013 
LETTER: South 
Africa fixated on 
nuclear power 
Letter http://www.bdlive.co.za/opinion/letters/2013/10/29/letter-south-
africa-fixated-on-nuclear-power 
2014         
1  27 AUGUST 
2014 
EDITORIAL: 
Zuma’s Russian 
respite 
Staff http://www.bdlive.co.za/opinion/editorials/2014/08/27/editorial-
zumas-russian-respite 
2  28 AUGUST 
2014 
LETTER: Zuma trip 
worrying 
Letter http://www.bdlive.co.za/opinion/letters/2014/08/28/letter-zuma-
trip-worrying  
3 26 August 
2014 
Zuma leaves trade 
advisers at home 
NICHOLAS 
KOTCH 
http://www.bdlive.co.za/national/2014/08/26/zuma-leaves-trade-
advisers-at-home  
4 29 August 
2014 
Zuma just an 
innocent abroad in 
Russia 
ANTHONY 
BUTLER 
http://www.bdlive.co.za/opinion/columnists/2014/08/29/zuma-
just-an-innocent-abroad-in-russia 
5 23 September 
2014 
Rosatom announces 
SA nuclear power 
deal 
CHARLOTTE 
MATHEWS 
http://www.bdlive.co.za/business/energy/2014/09/23/rosatom-
announces-sa-nuclear-power-deal 
6 15 September 
2014 
NEWS ANALYSIS: 
A nuclear tale that 
sounds too good to be 
true 
Carol Paton http://www.bdlive.co.za/business/energy/2014/09/15/news-
analysis-a-nuclear-tale-that-sounds-too-good-to-be-true 
7 19 September 
2014 
Nuclear economist 
warns SA will ‘run 
into problems’ 
Carol Paton http://www.bdlive.co.za/business/energy/2014/09/19/nuclear-
economist-warns-sa-will-run-into-problems  
8 23 September 
2014 
More questions than 
answers on SA’s 
nuclear deal 
EVAN 
PICKWORTH 
http://www.bdlive.co.za/business/2014/09/23/more-questions-
than-answers-on-sas-nuclear-deal 
9 25 September 
2014 
Russian nuclear deal 
has potential for 
corruption on a grand 
scale, Zille warns 
Carol Paton http://www.bdlive.co.za/business/energy/2014/09/25/russian-
nuclear-deal-has-potential-for-corruption-on-a-grand-scale-zille-
warns  
10 25 September 
2014 
Nuclear deal with 
Russia to stay secret 
Carol Paton http://www.bdlive.co.za/business/energy/2014/09/25/nuclear-
deal-with-russia-to-stay-secret  
11 26 September 
2014 
Nuclear deal could 
return to haunt Zuma, 
ANC 
ANTHONY 
BUTLER 
http://www.bdlive.co.za/opinion/columnists/2014/09/26/nuclear-
deal-could-return-to-haunt-zuma-anc 
12 26 September 
2014 
THICK END OF 
THE WEDGE: 
Russian nuclear is 
not as scary as Jacob 
Zuma is 
PETER BRUCE http://www.bdlive.co.za/opinion/columnists/2014/09/26/thick-
end-of-the-wedge-russian-nuclear-is-not-as-scary-as-jacob-
zuma-is  
13 30 September 
2014 
Nuclear deal not 
done and dusted 
Carol Paton http://www.bdlive.co.za/business/energy/2014/09/30/nuclear-
deal-not-done-and-dusted 
14 SEPTEMBER 
16 2014 
EDITORIAL: SA’s 
fixation with nuclear 
is unwise 
Staff http://www.bdlive.co.za/opinion/editorials/2014/09/16/editorial-
sas-fixation-with-nuclear-is-unwise 
15 SEPTEMBER 
18 2014 
LETTER: Nuclear no 
quick fix 
Letter http://www.bdlive.co.za/opinion/letters/2014/09/18/letter-
nuclear-no-quick-fix  
16 SEPTEMBER 
19 2014 
LETTER: Nuclear 
debt looms 
Letter http://www.bdlive.co.za/opinion/letters/2014/09/19/letter-
nuclear-debt-looms 
17 SEPTEMBER 
25 2014 
EDITORIAL: 
Extreme caution 
needed on nuclear 
Staff http://www.bdlive.co.za/opinion/editorials/2014/09/25/editorial-
extreme-caution-needed-on-nuclear 
72 
 
18 SEPTEMBER 
25 2014 
SA can’t afford 
proposed nuclear 
build 
HARALD 
WINKLER AND 
BRENDA 
MARTIN 
http://www.bdlive.co.za/opinion/2014/09/25/sa-cant-afford-
proposed-nuclear-build 
19 SEPTEMBER 
25 2014 
LETTER: A bad deal 
all round 
Letter http://www.bdlive.co.za/opinion/letters/2014/09/25/letter-a-bad-
deal-all-round 
20 SEPTEMBER 
25 2014 
LETTER: Powerful 
coincidence 
Letter http://www.bdlive.co.za/opinion/letters/2014/09/25/letter-
powerful-coincidence 
21 SEPTEMBER 
26 2014 
Cost the great 
unknown in SA’s 
nuclear drive 
SIKONATHI 
MANTSHANTSHA 
http://www.bdlive.co.za/business/energy/2014/09/26/cost-the-
great-unknown-in-sas-nuclear-drive  
22 SEPTEMBER 
26 2014 
LETTER: Nuclear 
irrationality 
Letter http://www.bdlive.co.za/opinion/letters/2014/09/26/letter-
nuclear-irrationality 
23 SEPTEMBER 
28 2014 
Nuclear deal with 
Russia 'not only up to 
Zuma', says Sipho 
Pityana 
CHRIS BARRON http://www.bdlive.co.za/businesstimes/2014/09/28/nuclear-deal-
with-russia-not-only-up-to-zuma-says-sipho-pityana 
24 SEPTEMBER 
29 2014 
LETTER: Why buy 
into nuclear? 
Letter http://www.bdlive.co.za/opinion/letters/2014/09/29/letter-why-
buy-into-nuclear 
25 OCTOBER 
10 2014 
Energy minister to 
sign French nuclear 
agreement 
AGENCY STAFF http://www.bdlive.co.za/business/energy/2014/10/10/energy-
minister-to-sign-french-nuclear-agreement  
26 OCTOBER 
10 2014 
Nuclear deal was 
‘lost in translation’ 
SIKONATHI 
MANTSHANTSHA 
http://www.bdlive.co.za/business/energy/2014/10/09/nuclear-
deal-was-lost-in-translation 
27 OCTOBER 
14 2014 
Constitution demands 
that Russian deal be 
made public 
CHRIS SHONE http://www.bdlive.co.za/opinion/2014/10/14/constitution-
demands-that-russian-deal-be-made-public 
28 OCTOBER 
15 2014 
SA signs nuclear co-
operation agreement 
with France 
CAROL PATON 
AND MARK 
ALLIX 
http://www.bdlive.co.za/business/energy/2014/10/15/sa-signs-
nuclear-co-operation-agreement-with-france  
29 OCTOBER 
17 2014 
LETTER: Nuclear 
haste a worry 
Letter http://www.bdlive.co.za/opinion/letters/2014/10/17/letter-
nuclear-haste-a-worry 
30 OCTOBER 
20 2014 
Nuclear vendor 
workshops will allow 
potential suppliers to 
strut their stuff 
PAUL 
VECCHIATTO 
http://www.bdlive.co.za/business/energy/2014/10/20/nuclear-
vendor-workshops-will-allow-potential-suppliers-to-strut-their-
stuff 
31 OCTOBER 
24 2014 
Time for a frank 
discussion about 
SA’s energy future 
EDNA MOLEWA http://www.bdlive.co.za/opinion/2014/10/24/time-for-a-frank-
discussion-about-sas-energy-future 
32 OCTOBER 
26 2014 
What is at core of 
nuclear puzzle? 
Staff http://www.bdlive.co.za/businesstimes/2014/10/26/what-is-at-
core-of-nuclear-puzzle 
33 01 October 
2014 
SA-Russia nuclear 
deal ‘only a 
framework 
agreement’, says 
department 
PAUL 
VECCHIATTO 
http://www.bdlive.co.za/business/energy/2014/10/01/sa-russia-
nuclear-deal-only-a-framework-agreement-says-department  
34 02 October 
2014 
SA resolute on 
nuclear build 
Carol Paton http://www.bdlive.co.za/business/energy/2014/10/02/sa-
resolute-on-nuclear-build 
35 13 October 
2014 
Religious 
environmental body 
demands nuke deal 
details 
BEKEZELA 
PHAKATHI 
http://www.bdlive.co.za/business/energy/2014/10/13/religious-
environmental-body-demands-nuke-deal-details 
36 24 October 
2014 
Radebe hints at 
nuclear funding 
PAUL 
VECCHIATTO 
http://www.bdlive.co.za/business/energy/2014/10/24/radebe-
hints-at-nuclear-funding 
37 29 October 
2014 
MPs accused of 
rewriting nuclear 
policy 
PAUL 
VECCHIATTO 
http://www.bdlive.co.za/business/energy/2014/10/29/mps-
accused-of-rewriting-nuclear-policy 
38 NOVEMBER 
11 2014 
LETTER: Zuma’s 
nuclear addiction is 
bizarre 
Letter http://www.bdlive.co.za/opinion/letters/2014/11/11/letter-
zumas-nuclear-addiction-is-bizarre 
39 NOVEMBER 
13 2014 
EDITORIAL: Hear 
business on nuclear 
Letter http://www.bdlive.co.za/opinion/editorials/2014/11/13/editorial-
hear-business-on-nuclear  
40 NOVEMBER 
21 2014 
Nuclear should be 
key part of energy 
mix in SA 
PHUMZILE 
TSHELANE 
http://www.bdlive.co.za/opinion/2014/11/21/nuclear-should-be-
key-part-of-energy-mix-in-sa  
73 
 
41 NOVEMBER 
27 2014 
LETTER: Sound 
advice on energy 
ignored 
Letter http://www.bdlive.co.za/opinion/letters/2014/11/27/letter-sound-
advice-on-energy-ignored  
42 06 November 
2014 
Ministers still in dark 
on nuclear deal 
CAROL PATON http://www.bdlive.co.za/business/energy/2014/11/06/ministers-
still-in-dark-on-nuclear-deal 
43 07 November 
2014 
Cabinet still not 
briefed over nuclear 
agreements — 
Radebe 
PAUL 
VECCHIATTO 
http://www.bdlive.co.za/business/energy/2014/11/07/cabinet-
still-not-briefed-over-nuclear-agreements--radebe  
44 12 November 
2014 
Nuclear is not power 
priority, says 
business 
CAROL PATON http://www.bdlive.co.za/business/energy/2014/11/12/nuclear-is-
not-power-priority-says-business  
45 19 November 
2014 
SA’s firms would 
play role in nuclear 
build 
LINDA ENSOR http://www.bdlive.co.za/business/energy/2014/11/19/sas-firms-
would-play-role-in-nuclear-build 
46 21 November 
2014 
State chooses 
‘nuclear friendly’ 
energy plan 
CAROL PATON http://www.bdlive.co.za/business/energy/2014/11/21/state-
chooses-nuclear-friendly-energy-plan 
47 DECEMBER 
01 2014 
LETTER: ANC 
cadres too inept for 
nuclear 
Letter http://www.bdlive.co.za/opinion/letters/2014/12/01/letter-anc-
cadres-too-inept-for-nuclear 
48 DECEMBER 
02 2014 
LETTER: Nuclear 
finance will not add 
up 
Letter http://www.bdlive.co.za/opinion/letters/2014/12/02/letter-
nuclear-finance-will-not-add-up 
49 DECEMBER 
04 2014 
LETTER: Nuclear 
power best bet 
Letter http://www.bdlive.co.za/opinion/letters/2014/12/04/letter-
nuclear-power-best-bet 
50 DECEMBER 
04 2014 
LETTER: What is De 
Vos saying? 
Letter http://www.bdlive.co.za/opinion/letters/2014/12/04/letter-what-
is-de-vos-saying  
51 DECEMBER 
11 2014 
Zuma fails to provide 
detail on Russian 
trips 
WYNDHAM 
HARTLEY 
http://www.bdlive.co.za/national/2014/12/11/zuma-fails-to-
provide-detail-on-russian-trips 
52 DECEMBER 
17 2014 
Nuclear tender to 
follow talks with 
potential vendors 
KARL 
GERNETZKY 
http://www.bdlive.co.za/business/energy/2014/12/17/nuclear-
tender-to-follow-talks-with-potential-vendors 
53 DECEMBER 
22 2014 
SA’s nuclear project: 
politics, not 
economics, will 
determine winners 
AGENCY STAFF http://www.bdlive.co.za/business/energy/2014/12/22/sas-
nuclear-project-politics-not-economics-will-determine-winners 
54 02 December 
2014 
Treasury has not 
explored nuclear 
CAROL PATON http://www.bdlive.co.za/business/energy/2014/12/02/treasury-
has-not-explored-nuclear  
2015         
1 JANUARY 
22 2015 
EDITORIAL: 
Alarming use of 
secrecy on nuclear 
Staff http://www.bdlive.co.za/opinion/editorials/2015/01/22/editorial-
alarming-use-of-secrecy-on-nuclear 
2 11 February 
2015 
Left in the dark over 
nuclear deal with 
Russia 
LEON LOUW http://www.bdlive.co.za/opinion/columnists/2015/02/11/left-in-
the-dark-over-nuclear-deal-with-russia 
3 20 February 
2015 
Hidden voice behind 
SA’s nuclear plans 
CAROL PATON http://www.bdlive.co.za/business/energy/2015/02/20/hidden-
voice-behind-sas-nuclear-plans 
4 27 February 
2015 
Necsa in row over 
CEO’s suspension 
CAROL PATON http://www.bdlive.co.za/business/energy/2015/02/27/necsa-in-
row-over-ceos-suspension 
5 FEBRUARY 
25 2015 
LETTER: Putin and 
Zuma are two of a 
kind 
Letter http://www.bdlive.co.za/opinion/letters/2015/02/25/letter-putin-
and-zuma-are-two-of-a-kind  
6 FEBRUARY 
25 2015 
Atomic power is least 
sensible option 
KEITH 
GOTTSCHALK 
http://www.bdlive.co.za/opinion/2015/02/25/atomic-power-is-
least-sensible-option 
7 FEBRUARY 
26 2015 
LETTER FROM 
WASHINGTON: 
SA’s nuclear 
Zumacrats ignore 
energy advances 
SIMON BARBER http://www.bdlive.co.za/opinion/columnists/2015/02/26/letter-
from-washington-sas-nuclear-zumacrats-ignore-energy-
advances  
8 FEBRUARY 
26 2015 
EDITORIAL: Nene 
fails to give crucial 
details 
Staff http://www.bdlive.co.za/opinion/editorials/2015/02/26/editorial-
nene-fails-to-give-crucial-details  
74 
 
9 MAY 25 
2015 
Pursuit of nuclear 
energy likely to be 
more wasted time 
STEVE THOMAS http://www.bdlive.co.za/opinion/2015/05/25/pursuit-of-nuclear-
energy-likely-to-be-more-wasted-time  
10 APRIL 15 
2015 
LETTER: Keeping us 
in the dark 
Letter http://www.bdlive.co.za/opinion/letters/2015/04/15/letter-
keeping-us-in-the-dark 
11 MARCH 10 
2015 
LETTER: Nuclear 
nonsense 
Letter http://www.bdlive.co.za/opinion/letters/2015/03/10/letter-
nuclear-nonsense 
  TOTAL  75 
 
